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WHEREAS, it has become necessary to have an
expedient and modern customs legal framework which
encourages the development of mahufacturing industries and
investment compatible with the level of international trade
practice;

WHEREAS, international, continental and regional
trade agreements to which the country is a party require
contemporary customs laws and procedures;

WHEREAS, strong system of law enforcement is
required from time to time to prevent the increasing
incidence of contraband and other commercial crimes which
are resulting in negative impacts on.legitimate trade, public
security, government revenue and other social and economic
development;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
S5(1) af'the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopis, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

244 o o HRA
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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In this Proclamation, unless the context otherwise
requires:

1/ “goods” means any kind of corporeal chattels
and other incorporeal chattels deemed to be
corporeal chattels by law including natural
forces and resources of an economic value
which are employed in use, and includes
Money;

2/ ‘“cargo” means any goods imported or exported
by any means of transport other than stores of
means of transport for commercial use and
baggage of travellers;

3/ “duty” means a charge levied and collected on
any imported or exported goods in accordance
with the Customs Tariff Regulations issued
pursuant to this Proclamation and the
International Convention on the Harmonized
Commaodity Description and Coding System;

4/ *“tax” means payment collected in accordance
with the existing tax laws on imported and
exported goods;

5/ “importation™ means bringing or causing to be
brought goods into the customs territory;

6/ “exportation” means taking or causing to be
taken out goods from the customs territory;

7/ “customs territory” means the territory of
Ethiopia;

8/ “customs station” means any place designated
as customs office at the port of entry or exit of
poods, transit routes or customs area for the
control of import and export goods or for
accomplishment of customs formalities and
collection of duties and taxes;
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9/ “customs warehouse™ includes temporary
customs storage, bonded customs warehouse
and government customs warehouse;

|0/  “temporary customs storage’  means
enclosed or open premises including dry ports,
where:

a) import goods are stored under customs
control until they are released upon
completion of customs formalities or they
are transferred to bonded customs
warehouse or  government  customs
warehouse, as the case may be; and

b)  export and transit goods are stored under
customs control until the completion of the
applicable customs formalities or they are
transferred to bonded customs warehouse or
government customs warehouse, as the case may
be;

11/ “bonded customs warehouse™ means a
warehouse under which goods are ‘stored
under customs control without payment of
duties and taxes, and includes duty free shops
and bonded factories;

12/ "bonded factory" means a factory which
produces goods, under customs control, using
raw materials and accessories acquired
without payment of duty and taxes;

£3/ "government customs warehouse" means a
warehouse where goods seized or forfeited due to
contravention of customs law as well as abandoned
goods shall, be stored, while being under customs
control, until they are sold or disposed otherwise:

14/ “warehouse operator” means a person who
administers a customs warehouse;

15/ “means of transport” means any means of
conveyance used for carriage of goods and
wravetlers on land. air or water, and includes
animals, electricity transmission lines and
pipes used 1o transport liquids;

16/ “carrier” means the person  acually
transporting goods or responsible for the
operation and contrel of the means of
transport:_
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18/

“transit route” means any route designated by
the Authority for the movement of tmported or
exported goods under customs control;

“customs clearing agent” means a person
issued with customs clearing agent license
pursuant to regulation issued hereunder and
includes an employee of 2 deciarant issued, by
the Authority, with a certificate of professional
competence in respect of customs clearance;

19/ “transshipment” means the customs procedure

20/

21/

23/

24/

25/

26/

under which pgoods are transferred under
customs control from the importing means of
iransport to the exporting means of transport
within the area of one customs port which is
the port of both importation and exportation;

“goods declaration” means a statement made
in accordance with the provisions of this
Proclamation, by which the declarant indicate
the customs procedure to be applied to import,
export or framsit goods and furnish the
particulars which the Authority requires for its
application;

“declarant” means any person who makes a
goods declaration or in whose name such a
declaration is made;

“customs procedure” means all customs
operations which shall be cairied out by the
persons concemed and by the Authority in
order to comnply with custorns law;

“electronic signature™ means a digital signature
allowed to a registered user for authentication
of electronic records in conformity with the
requirements prescribed in this Proclamation
and user agreement,

“non-commercial goods™ means goods that are
intended for the personal or family use of the

. consignee or persons carrying them, or which

are clearly intended as gifis and the aggregate
value or quantity of which does not exceed the
amounts laid down in directive issued by the
Ministry;

“document” means any document presented
physically or by electronic means (o the
Authority to complete customs formalities:

“invoice” means a document issued by a
manufacturer or supplier which shows the
price of goods;
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27/ “identical goods" means goods which are the

same in all respects including physical
characteristics, quality, reputations and country
of origin:

28/ “similar goods” means goods which, although
not alike in all respects, have like
characteristics, and componrent materials.
perform the same functions and to be

commercially interchangeable; and the quality.
origin. reputation and the trade mark of which
are among the factors to be considered in
determining their similarity:

“disposal of goods” means transferring of
goods through sale. donation or by any other
means or the act of destroying goods by way of
burning or otherwise;

30/ “prohibited goods™ means goods of which the
importation, exportation or transit is prohibited
by Ethiopia law or international agrecment
ratified by Ethiopia;

“restricted goods™ means goods which the
importation, exportation or transit is restricted
unless it is permitted by the competent
authority in accordance with legal procedures:

3/

i

32/ “cargo manifest” means a document which
indicate the consignor, consignee, mark,
package number, quality, quantity, weight,
cargo declaration number and other particulars
of goods;

33/ “compensating product” means product
manufactured, processed or repaired abroad or
at home, as the case may be, by inward or

oufward processing:

34/ “certificate of orgin” means a document
issued by a competent authority in the
exporting country certifying the authenticity of

the origin of goods:

35/ “rules of origin" means a procedure and
criteria put in place to determine the origin of
goods in accordance with international,

regional or bitateral trade agreements;

36/ “container” means a recepiacle which is either
flat or open or fully or partially enclosed for

tontaining goods and suitable for repeated use,
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and specially designed to facilitate the carriage
of goods by one or mere mode of transport;

“customs transit” means customs procedures
under which goods are transported under
customs control from one customs office to
the other:;

37

“customs control” means any measure applied
by the Authority to ensure compliance wilh
custams law;

38/

“customs law” includes this Proclamation,
regulations and directives issued hereunder and
other laws enforced by the Authority;

39/

43/ “customs port” means any place that is
designated by the Authority for unloading,
storage and loading of import, export and
transit goods for the purpose of entorcing

customs laws and includes dry port;

41/ “examination of goods” means the physical
examination of goods by customs officer to
satisfy that the origin, country of export,
nature, condition, quality, quantity, tariff
classification and value of the goods are in
accordance with particulars furnished in the
goods declaration and includes examination of
goods on the basis of baggage declarations by

travellers;

42/ “duty free shop” means a shop established,
upon the authorization of the Authority, in
international airports or, where necessary, in
other places in which duty and tax free goods
are sold to international travellers and other

duty free privileged persons;

43/ “customns crossing” means a designated point of
crossing of the customs boundary line for
persons and means of transport as well as for
import, export and fransit goods, and includes
international border traffic routes;

44/ »eustoms frontier strip”™ means a 135 Kilometres
wide part of the customs territory from the

customs boundary line of Ethiopia;
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45/risk management” means a system of
management by which different risk bands are
categorized on the basis of their risk levels in
light of fair customs service provision and
control with respect to goods brought to or
taken out of customs termritory;

46/'release of goods” means a procedure whereby
goods under customs control are released for
the purposes declared,

means an official or
to discharge customs
an investigation

47/ “customns officer”
employee assigned
operations and includes
officer;

48/ “seizure” means taking possession of goods or
documents in relation with enforcement of
customs law;

49/ *“under the cover of legally declared goods”
means the act of intermingling of goods that
are different in type, size, quantity, value or
country of origin with the declared goods;

50/ “traveller" means a person:

2) who is not a domiciliary of Ethiopia and
who enters or leaves the territory of
Ethiopia; or

b) who is a domiciliary of Ethiopia and who
leaves or returns to Ethiopia;

51/ “abandoned goods” means goods that are not
collected by their owner within the period
prescribed by law completing customs
procedures;

52/ “personal effects” means articles which a
traveller may require for his personal use and
the aggregate value or quantity of which does
not exceed the arnounts laid down in directive
issued by the Ministry;

53/ “customs crime™ means offences provided under
Part Seven Chapter Two of this Proclamation
but not include offences committed by customs
officer in executing his duties;

54/ “Ministry” means the Ministry of Finance and
Economic Development;

55/ “Authority’’ means the Ethiopian Revenues

and Customs Authority;
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56/ “person™ means any natural or juridical person;

57/ any expression in the masculine gender

includes the feminine.

S N [ ! l- [-
1/ This Proclamation shall be applied in the entire
territory of Ethiopia.

2/ Without prejudice to the provision of sub-article
(1) of this Article, this Proclamation shall
regulate import goods, export goods. goods in
transit and any goods subject to cusioms control
including rights and obligations of persons who
takes part in customs formalities.

Prohibited or Restricted Imports and

Exports

1/ No person may tmport, export or ftransit
prohibited goods.

2/ No person may import, export or transit
restricted goods unless in compliance with the
requirements of the restriction.

PART TWO
PRINCIPLES OF CUSTOMS OPERATIONS

General
The customs operations shall:

|/ promote a self-assessment system whereby
importers and exporters present the value of
goods and pay duties and taxes by themselves;

2/ be based on the principles of risk management,
ransparency and accountability and create a
conducive environment to provide equitable.
expeditious, predictable and reliabte services
in the exercise of customs control;

3/ promote and support manufacturing industry
and economic development;

4/ provide clear information to the customers and
be based on the use of internationally accepted
information technology systems through which
information is gathered, analysed, used and
stored in the course of cooperation and
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1/

2/

3/

4/

1/

consuftation among concerned bodies;

5/ prevent illegal practices by promoting self-

compliance.

6. RiskManagemeni

The customs facilitation service and control
shall classify the risk level of import, export and
transit goods and be carried out with striking
balance between facilitation and contro! which
shall be based on a criteria substantiated by
information.

Activities performed and decisions passed by
the Authority with respect to release of goods,
control,  compliance  management  and
facilitation shall take the principles of risk
management into account.

The Authority may employ audit based control
and other methods of control to take appropriate
measures on such irregularities identified after
decision on facilitation is provided in
accordance with principles of risk management.

The Authority shall issue directive regarding the
risk levet of import, export and transit goods.

7. Customs Approved Treatment or Use of Goods

Customs approved treatment or use of goods
shall be appiied in accordance with standards
prescribed by this Proclamation without any
discrimination as to the nature, quantity, origin,
and destination or shipment conditions of the
goods.

Sub-article (1) of this Article may not be
applicable if such application is contrary to any
measure taken for the protection of public
morality, the protection of health and life of
humans. animals or plants, the protection of
historical and cultural heritages, or other
specific treatment or use of goods provided by
law.
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PART THREE
CUSTOMS PROCEDURE

CHAPTER ONE
GOODS DECLARATION

8. Declarant

1/ Any person having the right to dispose of the goods
shall be entitled to act as declarant, and shall be
entitled to be represented by a customs clearing
agent.

2/ The declarant shall be held responsibie for the
completeness and accuracy of the particulars
given in the goods declaration and the payment of
the duties and taxes.

3/ Before lodging the goods declaration the declarant
shall be allowed, under such conditions as may be
laid down in a directive issued by the Authority, to

inspect the goods and to draw samples,

4/ A separate goods declaration may not be required
in respect of samples allowed to be drawn,
provided that such samples are included in the
goods declaration concerning the relevant

consignment.
9. Forms of Goods Declaration
1/ Goods declaration may be made in writing form,
orally, by bodily action or electronically.

2/ Goods declaration to be presented in written form or
electronically shall be filled and signed in the form
prescribed by the Authority and shall contain the
particulars only necessary for completing customs
formalities.

10. Supporting Documents of Goods Declaration

1/ On the presentation of goods declaration made in
written or electronic form, original copies of the
following supporting documents or electronic copies
shall be submitted as required by the Authority:

a) transportation document;

b) invoice;
¢) bank permit;

d) packing list;

e) certificate of origin; and
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f) other documents necessary to ensure compliance
with customs laws and prescribed by directive
issued by the Authority.

2/ Where there are adequate reasons, the Authority
may accept only copies of the supporting documents
listed under sub article (i) of this Article.

3/ Transportation documents that are required in
suppost of export goods shall be a document that is
used as evidence for the cost of transportation of

goods up to the customs port of exit.

4/ Where supporting documents cannot be presented to
customs on time for adequate reasons, the Authority
may, upon requiring a guarantee, allow the
documents to be presented within the time to be
specified by directive of the Authority after

providing the service.

5/ Supporting documents and goods declaration shall
constitute a single indivisible legal instrument upon

acceptance of the declaration.

6/ The Authority may require any supporting document
ptesented in a foreign language to be translated into

Amharic or into English by an official translator.

11. Allowing Provisional Goods Declaration

1/ Where, for reasons deemed valid by the Authority,
the declarant does not have all the information
required to make the goods declaration, a pravisional
goods declaration shall be allowed to be lodged,
provided that it contains the particulars deemed
necessary by the Authority for the assessment of
customs duties and that the declarant undertakes to
produce final goods declaration within a specified
period.

2/ if the Authority allows the presentation of a
provisional goods declaration, the tariff treatment to
be accorded to the goods may not be different from
that which would have been accorded had a complete
and correct goods declaration been lodged in the first
instance.

3/ The Authority shall issue directive for the proper
application of the provisions of sub-article (1) of this
Article.
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12. Goods Subject to Goods Declaration

1/ Without prejudice to the provisions of other laws
any import, export or transit goods shall be subjec
to goods declaration.

2/ Any goods in respect of which goods declaration |
presented shall, in the declaration, be identified as:

a) dutiable or duty free, if entered for home use ©
under duty draw back import regime;

b) out right export or temporary export, if entered fo
export;

¢) imported for inward processing and whether ther
is duty draw back;

d) exported for outward processing and whether th
import is for home use or whether there is dut
draw back; or

temporarily imported without payment of dutie
and taxes.

e)

3/ The Authority may, by directive, allow certain good
to complete customs formalities without lodgin
goods declaration in written form or electronicall;
depending on their nature or use.

13. Acceptance of Goods Declaration

I/ A goods declaration shall be deemed to be acceptex
when the declaration and supporting document:
enumerated  under Article 10(1) of thi
Proclamation has been registered in the custom:
database and verified by the Authority fo
completeness and accuracy.

2/ Verification of goods declaration shail be effectec

immediately after its presentation.

3/ Any emor that makes goods declaration o
supporting documents incompelete or defective
shall be rectified by the declarant before having the

goods declaration registered.
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4/ Notwithstanding the provision of sub-article (3) of
this Article errors committed, after presentation of
goods declaration, with fraudulent intent or gross
negligence shall entail penalty in accordance with
this Proclamation.

5/ When the Authority rejects the goods declaration, it
shall state the reasons to the declarant in writing.

14, Amendment of Deciaration

1/The declarant may amend one or more of the
particulars of a goods declaration already presented;
provided, however, that such amendment may not
have the effect of rendering the declaration
applicable to goods other than those originally
declared.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub article (1) of
this Article, any amendment may not be made,
untess authorized by the Authority for good cause,
after the Authority has informed the declarant that it
intends to examine the documents or goods or it has
established that the particulars are incorrect.

15. Cancellation of Declaration

t/ Where the declarant fails to proceed with the
customs formalities within five wortking days
after the presentation of a goods declaration or
after completion of the preparation of an
assessment notice, the goods declaration may be
cancelled.

2/ Goods declaration may be cancelled upon the
request of the declarant, where it is proved that the
declaration has been presented contrary to the
provisions of this Proclamation or any appropriate
customs procedure and payment has not yet been
effected.

3/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (2)
of this Article, the request for cancetlation may
not be permitted after release of the goods.

4/ The Authority may allow cancellation of the
goods declaration on good cause prior to the
payment of the duty and tax.

5/ Allowing the cancellation of goods declaration
pursuant to this Article may not exonerate the
dectarant from a penalty that may be imposed in
accordance with this Proclamation.
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16. General -

[/ The Authority shall allow goods to be transported
under customs control in the customs territory:

a) from a customs station of entry to a customs
station of exit;

b) from a customs station of entry to an inland
customs station;

¢} from an inland customs station to a customs
station of exit; or

d)} from one inland customs stations to another
inland customs station.

Goods being carried under customs transit may not
be subject to the payment of duties and taxes,
provided the conditions laid down by the Authority
are complied with and that any security required
has been furnished.

2/

3/ The declarant and the carrier shall jointly and
severally be responsible for ensuring that the goods
are produced intact at the customs station of
destination in accordance with the conditions

imposed by the Authority,

4/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of
this Article, the Authority may, when it is satisfied
that the conditions laid down by its directive are

met, authorize:

a) a consignee to receive goods directly at his
premises without having to present them at the
customs station of destination; or

b) a consignor to send goods directly from his
premises without having to present them at the

customs station of departure.

17. Goods Declaration for Customs Transit

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 12(1) of this
Proclamation, any commercial or transport document
setting out clearly the necessary particulars may be
accepted as the descriptive part of the goods
declaration for customs transit and such acceptance
shall be noted on the document.
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18. Sealing and ldentification of Consignmentés

I/ The customs station of departure shall take all
necessary action to enable the customs station of
destination to identify the consignment and to
detect any unauthorized interference.

2/ When a consignment is conveyed in a transporl-
untt and customs sealing is required. the customs
seals shall be affixed to the transport-unit itself
provided thal the transport-unit is so construcled
and equipped that:

a) customs seals can be simply and effectively
affixed 1o it;

b) no goods can be removed from or introduced
into the sealed part of the transport-unit
without leavinyg visible traces of tampering or
without breaking the cusioms seal:

¢) it contains no concealed spaces where goods
may be hidden. and

d) all spaces capable of holding goods are readily
accessible for customs inspection.

3/ The Authority may decide whether a transport-unit is
secure for the purposes of customs ransit.

4/ Where the accompanying documents inake it possible
unequivocally to identify the goods. such goods may
be transported withour a customs seal or fastening
unless:

a) the customs station considers it necessary in the
light of risk management:

b) it is required to facititate the customs transit
operaiion as a whole; or

¢) an international agreement so provides.
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8/

5/ if a consignment is, in principle. to be conveyed

under customs seal and the transport-unit cannot be
effectively sealed. identification shall be assured and
unauthorized interference rendered readily detectable
by:

a) full examination of the goods and recording the
results thereof on the transit document:

b) affixing customs seals or fastenings to individual
packages;

¢) a precise description of the goods by reference to
samples, plans, sketches. photographs. or similar
means, to be attached to the transit document:

d) stipulation of a strict routing and strict time limits:
or

e} customs escort.

When the Authority fix a time limit for customs transit
under paragraph (d) of sub-article (5) of this Article. it
shall be sufficient for the purposes of the transit
operation. Such time limit may be extended at the
request of the declarant or the carrier. and for reasons
deemed valid by the Authority.

The Authority shall require goods to follow a
prescribed itinerary or to be transported under customs
escort in accordance with paragraph (d) or () of sub-
article (5) of this Article when it considers such a
measure o be indispensable for the purpose of
customs control.

The decision to waive sealing of a transport-unit under
this Article shall be the prerogative of the Authority,

19. Customs Seals

[/ Customs seals and fastenings used in the application
of customs transit shall fulfill the requirements
stipulated by directive of the Authority.

2/ Customs seals and identification marks affixed by

foreign customs shall be accepted for the purposes
of the customs transit operation unless:

a) they are considered not to be sufficient;

b) they are not secure: or
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20. P

¢) the Authority proceed to an examination of the
goods.

3/ When foreign customs seals and fastenings have

been accepted pursuant to sub-article (2) of this
Article, they shall be afforded the same legal
protection as customs seals and fastenings used by
the Authority.

rocedures En Route

L/

4/

A change in the customs station of destination shall
be accepred without prior notification except where
the Authority have specified that prior approval is
necessary.

Transfer of goods from one means of transport to
another shall be atlowed without authorization by
the Authority, provided that any customs seals or
fastenings are not broken or interfered with.

The Authority may allow goods to be iransported
under customs transit in a transport-unit carrying
other goods at the same time, provided that it is
satisfied that the goods under customs ftransit can
be identified and the other customs reguirements
shall be met.

The declarant or the carrier shall report accidents or
other unforeseen events directly affecting the
customs transit operation promptly to the nearest
customs station or other appropriate government
body.

21, Termination of Customs Transit

I/

For the purpose of termination of a customs transit
operation, the goods and the relevant goods
declaration shall be presented to the customs station
of destination within the time limit fixed, without
the goods having undergone any change and without
having been used, and with customs seals, fastenings
or identiftcation marks intact.

The customs station of destination shall, as soon as
the goods are placed under its control, arrange
without delay for the termination of the customs
transit operation after having satisfied itself that all
conditions have been met,
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3/ If goods on transit are not presented to the customs
station of destination within the prescribed time
limit for reasons specified in the directive to be
issued by the Authority, the guarantee shall be
forfeited to the government.

22, Transshinment

I/ Transshipment of goods may be allowed upon
request submitted by the importer. carrier or by the
customs agent.

2/Any commercial or transport document sefting out
clearly the necessary particulars shall be accepted as
the goods declaration for the application of this
Article.

3/ When the Authority considers it necessary. it shall
take precautionary measure at importation to ensure
that the goods to be transshipped shall be
identiffable at exportation and that unauthorized
interference shall be readily detectable.

4/ The Authority may fix a sufficient time limit for the
exportation of goods declared for transshipment.

5/ Goods admitted to transshipment may not be
subjected to the payment of duties and taxes.

CHAPTER THREE
CUSTOMS PROCEDURES FOR
CLEARANCE OF GOODS

23. Examination of Documents and Goods

1/ The Authority may, to ensure that goods to be
released are covered by a registered declaration.
examine the goods and take samples for
examination and analysis.

2/ The declarant shall be entitled to be present when
the goods are examined or samples are taken:
provided, however, that if he fails to appear. the
Authority shall proceed to conduct the examination
or 1o take the samples in the presence of the

warehouse operator.

The cost of transport of the goods to the place
where they are examined or samples are taken. the
cost of taking samples and the cost of examination
as well as any expense related thereto shall be
borne by the declarant.
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2/

i/

a)

b)

Y

directive issued by the Authority may be given
priority in undergoing customs procedure.

24. Placine Identification Mark on Goods

The Authority shall place identification mark on the
goods where identification is required in order to
ensure compliance with the procedure for which the
goods have been declared.

The identification mark affixed to the goods or the
means of transport shall be removed or destroyed by
the Authority or by a person authorized by the
Authority except in the case of force majeure to be
determined by directive of the Authority, where their
removal or destruction is essential to ensure the
protection of the goods or means of transport,

25. Release of Goods

Goods declared shall be released as soon as they are
examined by the Authority or the Authority decided
not to examine them, provided that:

they are not subject to prohibition or an offence
is committed in relation to them:

where the conditions of placing the goods under
the customs procedure in question are fulfilied;

in the case of restricted goods, the permit issued
by the appropriate body pursuant to the relevant
law is presented; and
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d) any applicable duties and taxes have been paid or
security is furnished.

2/ The Authority may, in accordance with a directive
isstted by the Ministry, release goods upon receiving
a guarantee from the importer to secure payment of
the taxes and duties within a certain period of time:
provided, however, that the period of such deferred
payment may not exceed 32 months,

3/ Where samples are taken and technical documents
and expert advice is required to determine taxes and
duties. the Authority may release the goods with
security before the results of such examination are
known.

4/ Al the goods covered by a declaration shall be
released at the same time unless the condition
requires otherwise.

26. Replacement and Compensatory Goods

|/ Goods imported for home use may be allowed to be
re-exported and replaced within one year from the
date of importation without additional paymeni of
duties and taxes upon the request of the importer if
they are incompatible to their intended purpose due
to defect, error of consignment or their
incompieteness.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of

this Article. if the Authority is convinced that the
goods found to be incompatible to their intended
purpose due to defect, error of consignment or their
incompleteness cannot be re-exported before the
replacement goods are imported, it may altow the
ymportation of the replacement goods without
payment of duties and taxes upon submission of a
guarantee for the re-export of the goods within a
certain period of time or, if such goods cannot be
used for any other purpose, after their delivery to the
Authority.

3/ Where it is ascertained by sufficient evidence that

goods imported for home use are less than the
quantity stated in the goods declaration, the Authority
may allow the remaining goods to be imported or
refund the amount of tax and duties paid on the
remaining goods.
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1#Unless otherwise pravided by law, any goods may
_not be released before the payment of duties and
taxes.

2/Any imported goods that have completed the
necessary customs formalities and released for tree
circulation shall be considered as domestic goods.

3/Goods released for free circulation shall lose the
status of domestic goods where:

a) the goods declaration for their release for free
circulation is invalidated: b

they are imported for inward processing and
treated under the duty draw back or voucher
scheme:

they have to be re-exported in accordance with
the terms of the contract due 1o the faci that they
are defective or fail 10 meet the requirec
standards; or

they are re-exported or used only for the
permitted purpose and subject to drawbach
Sysiem.

b)

€)

d)

28. Pre-arrival Clearance

|/ The ismporter or his agent may lodge his declaratiol
with supporting documents prior to the arrival of th
goods and may request for a pre-arrival clearance t
be issued upon examination of the declaration an
supporting documents.

The Authority may examine the declaration an
supporting documents presented to it prior io th
arrivaliof the goods and issue release of goods rigl
upon their arrival.

29. Clearance Subsequent to Release of Goods

The Authority may release goods «prior 10
completion of customs formalities if it is satisfic
that the declarant can subsequently accomplish 2
the custom formalities; provided, however, that it
declarant produces a commercial or offici
document containing the main particulars of !
consignment concerned and acceptable to
Authority, and that security, where required. h
been furnished to ensure collection of a
applicable duties and taxes.
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CHAPTER FOUR
CUSTOMS PROCEDURE FOR TRAVELERS

30. Goods Declaration by Travelers

I/ A twaveler may be permitted to make an oral
dectaration in respect of the goods carried by him;
provided, however, that a writter or electronic
declaration shall be required for goods carried by a
traveler which constitute an importation or
exportation of a commercial nature.

A traveler on arrival may be allowed to make a
declaration by choosing between the following
types of channel:

2/

a) a channel, identified by green symbol, that is
for the use of travelers carrying goods in
quantities or values not exceeding those
admissible duty-free and which are not subject
to import prohibitions or restrictions; or

a channel, identified by red symbol, that is for
the use of travelers carrying goods in quantities
or values exceeding those admissible duty-free
or which are subject to import prohibitions or
restrictions.

b)

3/ The Authority, in co-operation with other relevant
bodies, may use interpationally standardized
advance passenger information, where available, in
order to facilitate the customs control of travelers

and the clearance of goods carried by them.

31. Storage of Goods Carried by Travelers

Goods carried by travelers shall be stored, subject to the
conditions prescribed by the Authority, pending
clearance under the appropriate customs procedure, re-
exportation or other disposal in accordance with this
Proclamation:

1/ at the traveler's request;

2/ when the goods concerned cannot be cleared
immediately; or

3/ where the other provisions of this Chapter do not
apply to such goods.
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32. Unaccompanied Baggage

t/ A baggage arriving or leaving before or after th
traveler shall be cleared under the procedur
applicable to accompanied baggage or under anothe
simplified customns procedure.

2/ Any authorized person shall be allowed to presen
unaccompanied baggage for clearance on behalf o
the traveler.

33. Non-Commercial Goods and Personal Effects

1/ Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary under
Part Four of this Proclamation, a system of flat-rate
assessment of duties and taxes may, where
appropriate, be applied to non-commercial goods
imported or exported by travelers.

2/ Travelers shall be allowed to import or export
personal effects free of duties and taxes.

3/ Returning residents shall be permitted to re-import
free of duties and taxes personal effects which they
took with them at the time of their departure and
which were in free circulation in the customs
territory.

4/ Where it is necessary to lodge a temporary
admission declaration for non-residents' personal
effects, the Authority may fix the time limit for the
re-exportation of such personal effects by reference
o the length of the traveler's stay in the customs
territory.

5/ The Authority may, at the request of the traveler on
the basis of valid reasons, may extend the time [imit
fixed pursuant to sub-article (4) of this Article.

6/ The conditions under which travelers entering or
leaving the customs territory may use their private
means of transport shall be determined by directive
to be issued by the Authority.

7/ A non-resident traveler may re-export temporarily
admitted personal effects through a customs port
other than that through which they were imported.
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8/ The Authority may not require the re-exportation of

personal effects of a non-resident traveler which
have been destroyed or seriously damaged due to
accident or force majeure.

34, Transit Travelers
Transit travelers who do not leave the transit area may
not be required to pass through any customs control;
provided, however, that the Authority may maintain
general surveillance of transit areas and take any
action necessary when a customs offenc is suspected.

35. Inof . c ino the Customs Faciliti
Anplicable to Travelers

The Authority shall make available, through the
appropriate means, information concerning the customs
facilities applicable to travelers in the Amharic and
English languages.

CHAPTER FIVE
CUSTOMS PROCEDURE FOR IMPORTATION AND
EXPORTATION OF GOODS THROUGH THE
POSTAL SYSTEM

36. Customs Control

Goods imported or exported through the postal system
shall be subject to customs control.

37. Duty to Report

Any person authorized to provide postal services shall
report by means of a manifest or in any other approved
manner, all goods arriving or departing through the
postal system and shall present such goods to a
customs officer for clearance.

38. Postal Goods Declaration

1/ Where any form completed by the sender, label
affixed or supporting documents produced in
respect of goods imported or to be exported through

the postal system shows that:

a)

the goods have a value not exceeding the value
determined by the Authority;

b), importation or exportation of the goods does not
require certification; and
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¢) the imported goods do not require to be placed
under a different procedure other than the
customs procedure applicable to goods for
home use;

such form, label or supporting documents shall be
considered as an acceptable declaration for the
purpose of customs formalities.

2/ A separate goods declaration shall be required for
goods imported or to be exported through the postal
system and are not covered by the provisions of sub-
article (1) of this Article.

39. Delegation
The Authority may delegate postal service providers to
"
collect duties and taxes on goods imported and“
exported through the postal system.

CHAPTER SIX

CUSTOMS PROCEDURE APPLICABLE TO MEANS
OF TRANSPORT FOR COMMERCIAL USE AND
STORES

40. Temporary Admission of Means of Transporf for
Commercial Usg _

1/ Any means of transport for commercial use, whether
loaded or not, shall be allowed to be brought
temporarily into the customs territory relieved from
payment of duties and taxes, provided that:

a) it is not used for internal transport in the customs
territory; and

b} it is intended for re-exportation without having

undergone any change except normal
depreciation due to itS use, normal consumption
of lubricants and fuel and necessary repairs.

2/ The Authority may requirc security for temporary
admission of means of transport for commerciai
use duly registered abroad when it considers it

essential for the purposes of customs conirol.

3/ The Authority may fix a time limit for the re-
exportation of means of transport for commercial
use, taking into account all the circumstances of the

transport operations intended,
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4/

The Authority may, at the request of the person
concerned and for reasons deemed valid, extend the
period fixed pursuant to sub-article (3) of this
Article.

41. Temporary Admission of Parts and Equipment

[/Special equipment for the loading, unloading,

handling or protection of cargo, whether or not it is
capable of being used separately from the means of
transport for commercial use, which is imporied
with the means of transport for commercial use and
is intended to be re-exported therewith, shall be
allowed to be brought temporarily into the customs
territory relieved from payment of import duties and
taxes.

Parts and equipment which are to be used, in the
course of repair or maintenance, as replacements for
parts and equipment incorporated in or used on a
means of transport for commercial use already
temporarily imported into the customs territory,
shall be allowed to be brought temporarily into the
customs territory relieved from payment of duties
and taxes; provided, however, that the importer shall
re-export or handover the replaced part to the
Authority.

42, Peclaration of Arrival

The Authority may require the lodging of a declaration
of amrival of a means of transport for commercial use
containing
compliance with the customs law.

the particulars necessary 1o ensure

43. Customs Procedures for Departure

1/ Customs procedures applicable upon the departure

of means of transport for commercial use may, as
appropriate, include:

a) the lodging of a declaration of departure with
the Authority;

by the affixing of customs seals;

¢) the designation of a specified customs route;
and

d) the taking of measures for monitoring

unauthorized delay in the departure.

2/ A means of transport for commercial use shall also

be permitted to depart from the customs territory
through a customs station other than that through
which it arrived.
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3/

4/

5/

6/

a)

b

a)

44. Stores on Board Arriving Aircraft or Train

{/ Stores for consumption by the passengers and the

crew of an aircraft or train arriving in the customs
territory or stores necessary for the operation and
maintenance of the aircraft or the train which are on
board 'such means of transport shall be exempted
from import duties and taxes provided that they
remain on board.

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of
this Article, stores for consumption by the
passengers and the crew imported as provisions on
international express trains shall be exempted from
import duties and taxes provided that:

such goods are purchased in the countries
crossed by the international train in question;
and -

any duties and taxes chargeable on such goods
in the country where they were purchased are
paid.

The Authority may not require the presentation of a
separate declaration of stores remaining on board
the aircraft or the train.

When an aircraft is to land at one or more atrports
in the customs territory, the issue of stores, free of
duties and taxes, shall be allowed for consumption
on board both during the stay of the aircraft at such
intermediate airports and during its flight between
such airports. ‘

The Authority may require the carrier to take
appropriate measures t0 prevent any unauthorized
use of the goods including sealing of the stores,
when necessary.

The Authority may require the removal of stores
from the aircraft or train for storage elsewhere
during its stay in the customs territory when it
considers it necessary.

45, Supply of Stores
[/ An aircraft which depart for an ultimate foreign

destination shall be entitled to take on board,
exempted from duties and taxes:

stores in such quantities as the Authority deem
reasonable having regard to the number of the
passengers and the crew, to the length of the
flight and to any quantities of such stores aiready
on board;
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Stores on board aircraft or train having arrived in the
customs territory shall be allowed:

1/ to be cleared for home use or to be placed under
another customs procedure, subject to compliance
with the conditions and formalities applicable in
each case; or

2/ subject 1o prior authorization by the Authority, to be
transferred respectively to other aircraft or train in
mternational traffic.

CHAPTER SEVEN

CONSIGNMENT FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF

47, Emergency Relief Consignment

For the purpose of this Chapter, “emergency relief
consignment” may include goods, vehicles and other
means of transport, foodstuffs, medicaments, clothing,
blankets, tents, prefabricated houses, water purifying
and water storage items, and other goods of prime
necessity, forwarded as aid, upon the request of the
appropriate government body, to those affected by
disaster.
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48, Customs Procedure for Clearance of Emergency
Relief Consignment

I/ In the case of emergency relief consignments the
Authority may allow:

a) lodging of a simplified goods declaration or of a
provisional goods declaration subject to the
production of final goods declaration within a
specified period;

b) lodging, checking and registering of the goods
declaration and supporting documents prior to
the amrival of the goods, and their release upon
arrival;

¢) clearance outside the designated hours of
business or away from customs stations and the
waiver of any charges in this respect.

2/ The Authority may conduct examination or sampling
of goods of emergency relief consignments in
exceptional circumstances.

3/ Clearance of emergency relief consignments for
import, export or transit shall be carried out as a
matter of priority.

49. Exemption from Duties and Taxes

Consignments for emergency relief shall be imported or
exported, upon decision of the appropriate government
body, free of duties and taxes otherwise payable.

CHAPTER EIGHT
CUSTOMS WAREHOUSE PROCEDURE

50. Warchousing of Goods

1/ Goods arriving at any customs port shall be
deposited in temporary customs storage or bonded
customs warehouse.

2/ Particulars of goods stored in temporary customs
storage shall be registered in the warehouse register
book.
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4/ Goods stored in temporary customs storage shall be
subject to Such handlings which are necessary for
ensuring their preservation without altering their
form and nature.

5/ Goods which constitute a hazard. which are likely to
affect other goods or which require special
installations shall be accepted only by customs
warehouses specially designed to receive them.

6/ Where delivery of the goods to the intended
warehouse has not been wmade, the warehouse
operator shall forthwith report to the Authority the
non-delivery of the goods to the warehouse.

7/ The document to be required when goods are placed
under temporary storage shall be that used to
describe the goods when they are produced to the
Authority.

8/ The Authority shall accept the cargo declaration or
another commercial document as the document 1o be
required to place the goods under temporary storage,
provided that all the goods mentioned in that cargo
declaration or that other commercial document are
placed in a temporary store.

51. Time Limit of Storaee in Customs Warehouse

[/ Goods imported by using sea or land transport and
stored in a tlemporary customs storage shail undergo
customs procedures and be removed within 60 days
from the date of siorage.

2/ Goods imported by using air transport and stored in
a temporary customs storage shall undergo customs
formalities and be removed within 30 days from the
date of storage.

3/ Any commercial good other than goods in a duty
free shop stored in customs bonded warehouse shali
undergo customs procedures and be removed within
four months from the date of storage. The period
under which goods stored in a duty free shop have
to undergo customs procedures shall be determined
by regulation to be issued by the Council of
Ministers.
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4/  Any machinery, equipment and input 10 be used for
producing goods for domestic consumption and
stored in custom bonded warehouse shall undergo
customs formalities and be removed within one year
from the date of storage.

5/ Goods owned by a person who ts permitted to use
bonded warehouse but mistakenly stored in
temporary customs storage shall, within 12 working
days, be transferred to the bonded warehouse.

6/ Goods stored in temporary customs storage or
bonded warehouse may not be kept for more than 7
working days after the compietion of customs
formalities.

7/ Goods stored in temporary customs storage or
bonded warehouse and not removed within the time
timit specified in sub-article (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5)
of this Article shall be transferred to govemment
customs warehouse.

8/ If the owner of goods transferred to governmeni
customs warehouse pursuant to sub-article (7) of
this Article pays the taxes and duties payable and
other costs prior to their disposal, he shall have the
right to take the goods within 7 working days from
the date of such payment.

9/ Where the permit granted for a temporary custom:
storage or bonded warehouse is cancelled before thy
expiry of the time limit prescribed for storage o
goods, the goods shall be transferred to anothe
temporary customs storage or bonded warehouse fo
the remaining time of storage.

10/ Any expense for transferring goods to anothe
customs warehouse pursuant to sub-article (7) o
this Article shall be covered by the owner of th
storage whose permit has been cancetled.

11/ The Authority may, for good cause, allow extensio
of the time limit provided for in this Article.

52. Remeoval of Goods from Customs Warehouse

1/Goods stored in temporary customs storage or
bonded customs warehouse may not be remove
from such warehouse except in accordance with th
customs law and upon due entry for any of th
following purposes as may be appropriate:



R —

w IAIeR LEGR 1247 M HPC KY VARG B 7 EE 3.9 Federal Negaril Gazetic No, 82 9" December, 2014 ... page 7786
V) fULAATVRar 4TS RO FhedetTFo ARG a) released for home use upon payment of taxes and
ONT GEF hIROh AN duty due thereon;
b) transferred to a factory manufacturing under
g t
A) [;‘7-9"4.1]4‘ :’::g mC AL +Aich customs control;
M ’
Ah) ®L AN PECHh oo IHT RISHODE oL ¢) transferred to another customs warehouse or
NEARLYT W38 L4485 released for transit,
av) @F O RISAN NALPLT OLI d) released for export; or
) @R LT 1 oo aofAIC ATEM N4bL: e) released for sale in the duty free shop.

& Ly hPE AR AFAE(H) PHLYI1ID AL-EmM0d
PS h29°¢Nn a0} hoe@ Tk NéT DhRD OL
hhd9® DAL APy NET PPE1 REABD P4INT
AN mE9™ £418 0 PTET LLBO oodiiy:
aNAfi-E 0L oAk MNAZAT ALOTT O
NG OO0 A PTET RLRD NIESINT
WIRENAR L9 W18 REMEA

0tCert a7 02

4/ PHU APE WPk AEFGE(R) £7321 AMLEmMNS
S PILEE P19°¢h 8% “ThoiF mes” Prise
PI9°¢h ao ot} AL (09 BNALASY-T Ay
Lt LT 04T e hbM8@ eom’}
NAg 02 P17 AIRPY NICS PH7%m3 o9
ENAGART  APLNAT  PNAAAMY-  FCTimE:
MR LD L7CT TILLT AN

DU AR B0-D AR (B) ool 4G
NPT PCE 655 AL Po94A@ PLTG b
@L.L@ aohdA hANT

0 127¢h oo Y ONT QATLEER 224-2F

A0 hDdAL ST ke 9909 TF D}
PTiPe hCIRPT AmhL PUUTA ooPYy
AIEMe Y @L LHPE P19°¢h 64 TIhOTF
P OLPF AT @LTT QNSNS LT P PT
PaEMAC oofll LAD TTIF@DI ND POLITS
LU AaomNd POULS. 242075 @pT° dFPFS
AIRIS POTN7E Pavhd b @LI® (RLCE. fovanfA
MEETE KB PRS- NAPE £ AL

% NSovS oan QA"LELT D2 PF
g/ @ TIGR aoOHE M HPPT NTLhEACT
FNEELT AGov§ M%7 aom’s ¢19°4h 2~4-
ACHT hoomSed 41 @R, 9247 BFAA:-
U) 0@t OFMLE 348 AovesfAl 9L81EGS
CHACNT Y ThH 0% THIIT WAL T
N7

X.

&/

2/ Without prejudice to the provision of Article 132 (9)
of this Proclamation, goods deteriorated, spoiled or
damaged by accident or force majeure before
leaving the customs warehouse shall be considered
as if they had been inported in their deteriorated,
spoiled or damaged state; provided, however, that
such deterioration, spoilage or damage is established
to the satisfaction of the Authority.

53. Goods Found in Excess of Entry

|/ Without prejudice to the provision of Article
143 (2) of this Proclamation where the
operator of a temporary customs storage or
bonded customs warchouse finds goods in
excess of entry in the goods declaration,
cargo manifest or transit documents, he shall
immediately report the excess to the branch
of the Authority having received the goods
declaration.

2/ The duties and taxes in respect of excess
goods reported pursuant to sub-article (1) of
this Article shall be paid forthwith.

54. Operations Permitted in Customs Warehouse

The Authority may, subject to such safeguards as it
may consider necessary, authorize the owner,
possessor or person having control over goods stored
In temporary customs storage. to make operations
necessary for the preservation of the goods or
repacking, breaking bulk or grouping of packages.

55. Goods Taken for Sample

1/Samples of goods stored in a customs warehouse
may be removed from the warehouse in a quantity
sufficient to:

a)

ascertain the type and the material content of
goods to classify them under the proper tariff

headings,
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b) ascertain the type, quality and origin of goods for |
valuation purpose;

¢) satisfy a court or police order requiring the
preseniation of sample for inspection;

d) ascertain the price indicated on the invoice is
actually related to the specified item:

e) other purposes determined by the Director
General of the Authority.

2/ Goods removed as sample shall be retumed in the-

same quantity and condition as soon as the purpose
for which they are taken out is fulfilled; provided,
however, that where it is not possible to return them
due to their nature or due to their being used for
analysis, it shall be presumed as they are warehoused
for the purpose of assessment of duties, taxes and
other charges.

56. Customs Control on Customs Warehouses

H/ Any customs warehouse and goods deposited in the
warehouse shall be under customs control.

2/ No person, other than authorized by the Authority,

may enter a customs warehouse.

3/ Customs control on customs warehouse and goods

deposited in customs warehouse shall include any
measure taken to ascertain the following:

a) the registration and periodical reporting, in
accordance with the manner specified by the
Authority, of goods stored in and cleared from a
customs warehouse:

b) the transfer of goods referred to in Article 51(7)
of this Proclamation to govemment customs
warehouse;

¢} the segregation of goods stored in a customs
warehouse on the basis of their type and nature to
enable their safe storage and accessibility for
customs control;

d) the customs warchouse is operated in accordance
with the permit given with respect to it.
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57. Transfer of Goods to Government Customs
Warchouse

1/ The operator of a temporary customs storage
where goods to be transferred to government
customs warehouse in accordance with Article
51(7) of this Proclamation are stored shall
transfer the goods to:

a) government customs warehouse; or

b) any other storage place designated by the
Authority.

2/ Where the operator referred to in sub-article (1) of
this Article fails to transfer the goods to the
govenment customs warehouse or to the storage
place designated by the Authonty, the Authority
may;

a) itself transfer the goods at the cost of the
warehouse operator;

b) decide the goods to remain in such warehouse
subject to certain conditions prescribed by the

Authority.

3/ Where goods are seized due to contravention of
customs law, the Authority may:

a) fransfer the goods to government customs
warehouse; or

b) decide the goods to remain in business premises
where they are stored.

4/ The storage place where goods are transferred
pursuant to sub-article (1) (b) of this Article or the
warehouse or business premises where goods are
stored pursuant to sub-article (2) (b) or (3) (b) of
this Article shall be deemed to be a govermment
customs warehouse with respect to such goods.

5/ The person in charge of the warehouse, storage
place or business premises deemed to be a
government customs warehouse pursuant to sub-
article (4) of this Article shall be responsible for
the safety of the goods as well as for the duties and
taxes thereon.
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§8. Goyernment Customs Warehouse Records

1/ The Authority shall keep records of goods stored in

a govemnment customs warehouse or in a

warehouse, storage place or business premises
deemed to be government custom$ warehouse,
containing the following particulars:

a) description of the goods;

b) distinguishing marks of the goods;

¢) the name and address of the importer or
€Xporter;

d) the name and address of the carrier;

e) the designation and address of the
government customs warehouse or the
warehouse, storage place or business premises
where the goods are stored; and

f) other necessary information.

2/ The Authority shall take and keep copi€és documents

relating to the importation or exportation and
carriage of the goods.

59. Warehouse Fee

I/ Warehouse fees shall be calculated as follows:

a) for goods stored in a temporary customs storage
or bonded customs warehouse, established for
rental use, from the date of deposit until
released upon completion of customs
procedures or their transfer to another customs
warehouse;

b) for goods stored in government customs
warehouse:

(1) if they are forfeited upon seizure due to
contravention of the customs law or
forfeited due to being abandoned by the
owner, from the date of sales until the
buyer takes delivery of them;

(2) if they are disposed otherwise than by sale
or donation upon being seized and forfeited
due to contravention of the customs law,
from the date of deposit until disposal;

(3) ifthey are stored in the warehouse pursuant
to Article 51(7) of this Proclamation, from
the date of deposit until released upon
completion of customs procedures or until
the buyer takes delivery of them in case of
sale.
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2/ The rate of customs warehouse fees shall be
determined by regulation of the Council rof

Ministers.

3/ Seized goods that couid not be released against
security shall be exempted from warehouse charge
from the date of seizure until released by a final
decision in accordance with this Proclamation.
Such goods shall be removed from the warehouse
within two months from the date the final decision
for their release is rendered.

4/ If goods that could not be released against security
are stored in a licensed customs warehouse, they
shall be transferred and stored in government
custorns warehouse.

60. Transfer of Ownership of Goods in Customs
Warehouse

t/ The Authority may pemit transfer of
ownership to another person while the goods
are stored in customs warehouse.

2/ Without prejudice to Article 130 of this
Proclamation, the person to whom
ownership of goods stored in customs
warehouse is transferred shall have the
obligation to observe the obligations and
restrictions imposed on the previous owner
by virtue of the law or contract in connection
with goods as well as decisions rendered in
accordance with the law.

61. Disposal of Abandoned Goods

1/ Goods abandoned by the owner in writing before the
expiry of the period stipulated under Article 51 (1),
(2) or (3) of of this Proclamation and not related to a
contravention of customs law shall be disposed by
the Authority:

a) by way of sale if they have market value: or

b) by other means to be determined by directive of
the Authority if they have no market value.

2/ Goods transferred to government  customs
warehouse pursuant to Article 51 (7) of this
Proclamation and not retated to a contravention of
customs law shall, without prejudice to Article 5
(5), be disposed by the Authority:
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a) by way of sale if they have market value; or

b) by other means to be determined by directive of
the Authority if they have no market value.

62. Disposal of Forfeited Goods

I/ Goods forfeited in accordance with this Proclamation
shall be disposed by the Authority:

a) by way of sale if they have market value: or

b) by other means to be determined by directive of
the Authority if they cannot be used due to legal
prohibition or restriction or if they have no market
value,

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of sub-article (1} (a)
of this Article, the Authority:

a) shall transfer goods classified as cultural heritage
by the relevant law or goods that thc Ministry
determines to be used by public bodies to the
appropriate government body;

b) may transfer goods to be used for humanitarian aid
to the appropriate charity organizations.

| 63. Procedures of Sale

I/ Sale of goods in accordance with Article 61 ot Article
62 of this Proclamation shall follow auction or open
tender procedures or sale through a pubtic enterprise.

2/ The Authority shall provide the buyer of goods sold
pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article with evidence
that enable transfer of ownership.

64. Proceeds of Sale and Cost of Disposal

|/ The proceeds obtained from the sale of goods under
Article 61(1) (a) or Aricle 62 (1) (a) of this
Proclamation shall, after deducting expenses incurred
by the Authority in relation to the goods, be paid to the
government.

2/ The proceeds obtained from the sale of goods under
Article 61(2Xa) of this Proclamation shall, after
deducting:

a) duties and taxes;
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b) expenses incurred by the Authority in reiation to
the goods:

¢) the warehouse fee and transportation expenses: and

d) interest calculated at bank lending rate on the
amounts referred to under paragraphs (a). (b) and {c)
of this sub article:

in the preceding order be paid to the owner of the
goods.

3/ If the amount of refund referred to in sub-article (2) of
this Atticle is not claimed by the owner of the goods
within six months from the date of sale of the goods. it
shall be surtendered to the govermment.

4/ The Authority shall have the right to claim
reimbursement of the costs of disposal of goods under
Article 61(1Y (b) or {2) (b) or Article 62(1) (b) 6f this
Proclamation from the owner of the goods or from the
offender, as the case may be.

CHAPTER NINE

CUSTOMS PROCEDURE FOR INWARD
OR QOUTWARD PROCESSING

65. Inward Processing

|/The authorization of temporary importation of
goods for manufacturing or processing and the
exportation of compensating products resulting
thereof shall be governed by the Export Trade Duty
Incentive Schemes.

2/Goods may be temporarily imported for repair at
home.

3/Goods temporarily imported pursuant to sub-articie
(2) of this Article shall be re-exported within six
months from the date of their importation: provided,
however, that the Authority may authorize the
extension of such period where necessary.

66. Qutward Processing

1/ Goods may, upon authorization by the Authority in
accordance with directive of the Ministry, be

e
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temporarily exported for manufacturing or processing
abroad.

2/ Goods may, upon authorization by the Authority afier

ascertaining that they cannot be repaired at home, be
temporarily exported for repairing abroad.

3/ Compensating  products  resulting  from  the

manufacturing, processing or repair of goods
temporarily exported pursuant to sub-article (1) or (2)
of this Article shall be re-imported within a year from
the date of the temporary export of the goods;
provided, however, that the Authority may authonze
the extension of such period where necessary.

4/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article. (3) of

this Article, the outward processing may be terminated
by declaring the goods for outright exportation subject
to compliance with the conditions and formalities
applicable to the exportation of goods. '

67. Duties and Taxes

1/ The temporary export of goods for outward processing

shall be exempt for payment of duties and taxes;
provided, however, that the duty and tax applicable to
the goods together with penaities determined by
directive of the Ministry shall be payable if the
compensating products are not re-imported in
accordance with Article 66 (3) of this Proclamation,

2/ Without prejudice to provisions of other laws, the

exportation or importation of compensating products
shall be subject to the payment of duties and taxes
applicable to such goods.

3/ The method of calculation of duties and taxes payable

under sub-article (1) of this Article shall be prescribed
by directive of the Ministry; provided, however, that
the duties and taxes relating to compensating products
resulting from repairing shalt be calculated on the
basis of cost of the repair.
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4/ Notwithstanding sub-article (1) of this Article goods

temporarily imported or exported for inward or
outward processing shall be re-exported or re-imported
with exemption from duties and taxes if they are
returned in the same state or after being repaired free
of charge.

CHAPTER TEN

CUSTOMS PROCEDURE FOR PROCESSING OF

IMPORTED GOODS FOR HOME USE UNDER

AN |

CUSTOMS CONTROL

68. Authorization to Use the Procedure

1/ The Authority may authorize the processing of
imported goods, under customs control, before
clearance for home use if: -

a) the operation allows to ascertain that the products
resulting from the processing of goods for home
use have been obtained from the imported goods;
and

b} the original state of the goods cannot be
economically recovered after the processing.

2/ The Authority may grant to a person who carries out

~ regular processing of imported goods for home use,
under customs control, general authorization
covering his operations.

3/ The categories of goods to which the provisions of
sub-article (1) and (2) of this Article may be applied,
the requirements to be fulfilled to grant
authorization and the measure constituting the
customs control shall be specified by directive to be
issued by the Authority.

4/ The conditions of authorization of processing of
tmported goods for home use, under customs
control, by a person other than the importer of the
goods shall be prescribed by directive to be issued
by the Authority.

= —
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PUCT LT OG WHRSMGEE  PUIRLTINT for home use upon payment of the applicable duties
P1Ih 21 A0 ORKIC PN Té bPPT and taxes in accordance with Artticle 69 of this
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I/ Goods necessary for irade promotion, technology

4 FILT  neIPod nERTAR - ATICE transfer, tourism and cultural exchange, construction

ECHTS WA AG-@TT  h7iF 6t works, consultancy services or relief may
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2/ The Ministry may, by directive determine
conditions other than those stated under sub article
(1) of this Adicle under which temporary
importation of goods without payment of duties and
taxes may be permitted.

3/ Temporary importation pursuant to sub-article (1) or
(2) of this Article may also be granted for goods
already placed under another customs procedure.

4/ It is prohibited to use goods imported on temporary
basis other than the purpose for which they are
imported; provided, however, that they shall be
allowed to undergo operations necessary for their
preservation during their stay in the customs

territory.

5/ The Authority may permit the transfer of
temporarily imported goods for construction works
or consultancy services, within the authorized
period, to other duty free right holders with respect
to similar goods.

6/ Duties and taxes shall be paid on the depreciated
values of temporarily imported goods upon their re-
exportation based on the tariff currently applicable.

7/ Any person who transfers temporarily imported
goods to another person in accordance with sub
article (5) of this Article shall have the obligation to
pay duties and taxes on the depreciated value of the
goods calculated for the period from the date of
importation until the date of transfer.

8 The project owner where temporarily imported
goods, without payment of duties and taxes, are
deployed shall inform the authority, in writing, the
completion of the project, prior to settlernent of final
payments, or any period of extension of the project.

9/  The conditions under which temporarily imported
goods may be allowed to remain at home and the
manner of payment of duties and taxes shall be
determined by the directive to be issued by
Ministry.

72. Refusal of Authorization

I/ The Authority may refuse to authorize the use of
temporary importation procedure where it s
impossible to identify the goods.

2/ Notwithstandifg the provisions of sub-article (1) of
this Article, the Authonty may authorize the use of
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temporary importation procedure where, in view of the
nature of the goods or of the operations to be carried
out, the absence of identification measures is not liable
to give rise to any abuse of the procedure.

73. Time Limit for Temporarily Imported Goods
fo Stav at Home

I/ Imported goods for tourism, cultural
exchange or technology transfer shall be re-
exported within six months.

2/Imported goods for trade promotion and welfare
services shall be re-exported within two months from
the date of completion of the trade promotion or
welfare service.

3/ Imported goods for construction works, consultancy
services, welfare services or as per a project
agreement shalt be re-exported within the period
specified in the project agreement or within three
months after the completion of the project or welfare
services.

4/ The Authority may extend the time limit where the
importer proves on acceptable ground that the goods
imported temporarily cannot be re-exported within
the specified time.

5/ The security provided for temporarily imported
goods shall be transferred to the government treasury
and the goods may, upon the completion of the
appropriate customs formalities, remain in the
country or be re-exported, if the goods are not re
exported within two months after the completion of
the specified period, unless the period is extended in
accordance with sub-article (4) of this Article,

6/ When temporarily imported goods cannot be re-
exported as a result of a seizure other than a seizure
made at the suit of private persons, the requirement
of re-exportation shall be suspended for the duration
of the seizure.

74. Total or Partial Relief for Temporary Admission

The Ministry may determine the conditions under which
the temporary admission procedure may be used with
partial or total relief from import duties.
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75. Temporary Export and Re-lmportation of Goods

1/ Goods exported temporartly by completing customs
formalities for the following reasons may be
allowed to re-enter the country without payment of
duties and taxes:

a) vehicles, equipment and machinery taken oul
by a person for the purpose of carrying out his
work abroad,;

b) goods exported for trade fair, exhibition or
cultural show.

2/ Goods may be eligible for exemption from duties if
returned from abroad within one year, unless a
tonger period is specified in a directive issued by the
Ministry.

76. Re-Exportation and Re - imporfation of Goods

I/ Goods imported and declared for home use that are
not prohibited or the entrance of which is not
contrary to the customs law may be re-exported at
the request of the importer before completing
customs formalities upon payment of 5% of the
duties and taxes to be paid on the goods.

2/ Exported domestic goods that have been retumned
within one year because of their failure to meet the
quality standards specified by the contract of sale or
business relation that has been the basis for their
export shall be relieved from duties and taxes;
provided, however, that duties and taxes not paid
on the raw materials as per the provisions of the
Export Trade Duty Incentive Schemes Proclamation

shall be paid.

3/ The period specified in sub-article (2) of this

Article may be extended at the request of the
interested party on justifiable grounds.

77. Termination of the Procedure

The temporary importation or exportation procedure
may be terminated by declaring the goods for outright
impontation or exportation of the goods subject to
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compliance with the conditions and formalities
applicable to the importation or the exportation of
goods, as the case may be.

CHAPTER TWELVE

COMPLETION OF CUSTONMS PROCEDURE
THROUGH ELECTRONIC INFORMATION
EXCHANGESYSTEM

78. General

1/ Any person who is authorized to use the electronic
information exchange system developed by the
Authority may, electronically:

a) process and submit reports on the arrival or
departure of a means of transport and travellers,
taken on board or goods loaded,

b) complete customs formalities;
¢) effect payments; and

d) receive order of release of goods.

2/ The use of the electronics information exchange system
under sub-articte (1) of this Article includes the
presentation of supporting documents electronically.

3/ The Authority shall facilitate the use of its electronic
information exchange system by the relgvant
government agencies and financial institutions to enable
the provision of single window service with respect to
the importation and exportation of goods. {

79. Registration of Uscrs
Any person interested to secure authorization to use the

electronic exchange system of the Authority shall be
registered with the Authority upon:

[/ installing an electronic information exchange facility
that meet the standard set by the Authority;

2/ assuring compliance with the usage and security
requirements of the electronic information exchange
system;

3/ confirming that the digital signature may not be used
by a person other the authorized person;
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4/ confirmation that if the digital signature is used by a
person other than the authorized person, to inform
the Authority immediately; and

5/ signing the agreement prepared by the Authority.

80. Sendi | Reseint of El ics Messs

1/ Any information sent through the use of the
Authority's electronic information exchange system
shall attached with the authorized digital signature.

2/ Any electronic information is deemed to be sent if it
was sent by the originator or by a person who had the
authority to act on behalf of the originator in respect
of that communication.

3/ Where the Authority and registered user have not
agreed that an acknowledgement of receipt of
electronics communication be given in a particular
form, an acknowledgement may be given by any
communication, or by a conduct sufficient to indicate
that the electronic communication is received.

4/ Where the Authority and the registered user have
agreed that an electronic communication shall be
binding on the receipt of an acknowledgement, such
electronic communication shall be deemed not to
have been sent unless the acknowledgement has been

so received within the time agreed upon.

81. Verification of Electronics Information

The Authority may require the submission of original
documents to' check the veracity of electronically
transmitted information.

82,

I/ Where the user and the Authority cannot send or
receive information electronically due to failure of
the electronic information exchange system, they
may communicate with each other by paper
documents.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of
this Article, the user shall perform the usual customs
procedures electronically when the electronic

system works.
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1/ Where any user of the Authority's electronics
information exchange system fails to comply with
the terms of the agreement entered with the
Authority, his use right shall be suspended until he
rectifies the irregularities within the period
specified by the Authority.

2/ The Authority may cancel the registration of a user
of the electronics information exchange system

where:

a)

it is proved that the registration was based on
false information submitted by the user;

b) the user fails to rectify the irregularities caused
the suspension with the time specified pursuant

to sub-article (1) of this Article;

the user has been convicted for an offence
committed in violation of customs law or a
_breach of trust; or

9

the business of the user ceases operation for
any reason.

d)

3/ The Authority shall, before taking an action of
suspension of use right or cancelation or
registration under this Article, notify the user, in
writing, the reasons for taking the action and give
him the opportunity to present his opinion.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

SIMPLIFIED CUSTOMS PROCEDURE

84. Authorized Persons

1/ The application of simplified customs procedure
shall be allowed for selected and registered persons
upon fulfilling criteria specified by the Authority.

2/ The Authority shall give special consideration to
exporters and manufacturers in setting the criteria
for the selection of authorized persons.

85. Simplified Procedure for Goods Declaration

Simplified procedure for goods declaration may include
the following:
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I/ release of the goods on the provision of the
minimum information necessary to identify the
goods and permit the subsequent completion of the
final goods declaration;

allowing consolidated goods declaration for all
imports or exports in a given period where goods are
imported or exported frequently by the same person;

-2/

3/ allowing thc lodgment of goods declaration by
means of an entry in the records of the authorized
person to be supported subsequently by a

supplementary goods declaration.

86. Simplified Procedure for Clearance of Goods

Simplified procedure for clearance of goods shall
consist of a procedure that aliows the clearance of
goods at the declarant's business premises or another
place-authorized by the Authority.

Setf-Assessment of Customs Duty and Tax Liabilities

The Authority may allow use of the authorized person’s
commercial records to self-assess duty and tax liabilities
and, where appropriate, to ensure compliance with other
customs requirements.

87.

88. Audit Based Customs Control

The Authority shall use audit based customs control to
satisfy itself as to the accuracy and authenticity of
simplified goods declarations and compliance with
other customs requirements through the examination of
the relevant books, records, business systems and
commercial data held by the authorized persons.

PART FOUR
CUSTOMS DUTIES AND TAXES

CHAPTER ONE
DETERMINATION OF DUTJABLE VALUE

89. Principles

. 1/ The dutiable value for the purposes of applying the
customs tariff and calculating other import charges,




9% ELEEE Bl 224 L Lpel HE OAC d +3 BRE T Federal Negani Gazette No. 32 9 December, 2014 . page 7303

N7.oo¢. 1T PTHIHGTT 4§ LAV as well as for applying non-tariff measures
ACTPEDT (2d AL ATIPA AL TN ¢09-tootar prescribed by laws governing foreign trade shall be

determined in accordance with the provisions of this
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1/The transaction value of imported goods shall be the
transaction value that is actually paid or payable for
the goods when sold for export to Cthiopia, and
adjusted where necessary, as set forth in Article 97
of this Proclamation; provided, however, that:

v) W7 oy VT f"”’d"" 1247 aAf A% a) there are no restrictions as to the disposal or use
heb My 120% 09 PF hIR7S A of the goods by the buyer, other than restrictions
POLTNNTF  oeAh FRR4P RNAN,  holant imposed by law or by particular decisions issued
WOT 0L NoLPFE P2 AL 1A 46T based on such law, a limit in the geographical
he1eaLe 10T AfvkeC  THo ST o} area in which the goods may be resold or limits
OFPF  AAA  PALLOFAAGNTY Ui DR | that may not substantially affect the value of the
hnPPov-t hhaodnd ANT F@TIS IR0 goods;
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d) OVH@ hoLLRF° Poopd TNFPE TIN-FANG ¢) no part of the proceeds of any subseguent
@R hMPPI* IC VEELLR hoL P M. AL resale, disposal or use of the goods by the buyer
NePAH9® Fr NHHPPSL Aficer P79hLA 73N may accrue directly or indirectly to the seller,
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o) THOS Deaw TVl LATF® hfy ¢80 d) where the buyer and seller are related, the
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transaction value shall be considered as the
basis for valuation of duty if it is accepted by
the Authaority.

2/ A buyer and a seller shall be deemed to be related if:

a) one of them is an officer or director of the other’s
business;

b} they are legally recognized parmers in business;
¢} theyl have employer-employee relationship;

d) one of them directly or indirectly owns, controls or
holds 5 percent or more of the outstanding voting
stocks or shares of the other’s business;

¢) one of them directly or indirectly controls the other;

fy both of them are directly or indirectly controlled by
a third party;

g) both of them directly or indirectly control a third
_ party; or

h) they are related by consanguinity or affinity up to
the second degree.

3/ Where an examination of the circumstances surrounding
a sale between a buyer and a seller who are related
shows that the relationship did not influence the price,
the transaction value shall be accepted.

4/ Where there are grounds for considering that the
relationship of the seller and the buyer influenced the
price, the Authority shall communicate same to the
importer.

5/The transaction value of goods in case of a sale between
related persons shall be acceptable where the importer
can prove that such value closely approximates to:

a) the transaction value in sales, between buyers and
sellers who are not related, of identical or similar
goods for export to Ethiopia during the same period:

b) the transaction value of identical or similar goods as
determined under Article 93 of this Proclamation; or

c) the transaction value of identical or similar goods as
determined under Article 94 of this Proclamation.,

———

R —— e e
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6/ In applying the tests under sub-article (5) of this
Article, due account shall be taken of demonstrated
differences in commercial levels, quantity levels the
appropriate amount determined pursuant to Article 96
of this Proclamation and costs incurred by the seller in
sales in which he and the buyer are not related and
where such costs are not incwrred by the seller in sales
in which he and the buyer are related.

7/ The tests set forth under sub-article (5) of this Article
shall be used at the initiative of the importer for
comparison purpose.

91. Yaluation of Identical Goods

1/ Where the transaction value of imported goods
cannot be determined on the basis of Article 90 of
this Proclamation, it shall be determihed by taking
the transaction value of identical goods sold for
export to Ethiopia at the same commercial level and
in substantially the same quantity at or about the
same time as the goods being valued.

2/ Where it is impossible to determine the transaction
value in accordance with sub-article (1) of this Article,
the transaction value of identical goods sold at a
different commercial level or in different quantities by
making adjustments to take account of differences
attributable to the commercial levei or to the quantity.

3/ Where the transaction value includes costs referred to
- in Article 96 (1) of this Proclamation, the adjustment
shall take into account the differences in iransport,
loading, unloading, handling and insurance costs
associated with the transport of the imported goods
and that of the identical goods to the port of entry into
the customs territory which may arise from differences

in distance and means of transport.

92. Yaluation of Simjlar Goads

1/Where the transaction value of imported goods cannot
be determined on the basis of Article 90 and Article 91
of this Proclamation, it shall be determined by taking
the transaction vaiue of similar goods sold for export
to Ethiopia at the same commercial level and in
substantially the same quantity at or about the same
time as the goods being valued.

2/ Where it is impossible to determine the transaction
value in accordance with sub-article (1) of this
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Article, the transaction value of shrilar goods sold at
a different commercial level or in different quantities
by making adjustmenis to take account of differences
attributable to the commercial level or to the

quantity.

3/ Where the transaction value includes costs referred to
in Articte 96 (1) of this Proclamation, the adjustment
shall take into account the differences in transport,
loading, unloading, handling and insurance costs
associated with the transport of the imported goods
and that of the identical goods to the port of entry
into the customs territory which may arise from
differences in distance and means of wransport.

93. Deductive Value Method
1/ Where the transaction value of impodrted goods
cannot be determined as set forth from Article 90 to
Article 92 of this Proclamation, it shall be determined
by using the unit price of the imported goods,
identical or similar goods imported at or about the
same time as the goods being valued and which are
sold in Ethiopia in their original state in the greatest
aggregate quantity to persons who are not related to
the seller; provided, however, that the price shall be
reduced by:
a) the amount of commission usually payable or the
profit and general expense equal to that usually
reflected in sales within Ethiopia of such goods;

b) the usual charges for the transport, insurance and
other related costs to be incurred within Ethiopia
for the goods; and

¢) import duties, taxes and other charges payable with
respect to the goods.

2/ In case where the imported goods, identical or similar
imported goods are not sold in Ethiopia at or about
the same time, as the goods being vaiued, the
customs value to be determined under sub-article {1)
of this Article shail be based on the unit price of the
identical or similar imported goods which are sold in
Ethiopia in their original state within a period having
a time difference not longer than three months.

3/ I[n case where the imported goods and identical or
similar imported goods are not sold in their original
state, the transaction value (o be deterinined under
sub-article (1) of this Article shall be calculated by
deducting the additional value resulting from the
subsequent processing of the goods.
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94. Computed Value Method

I/ Where the transaction value of imported goods
cannot be determined as set forth from Article 90 to
Article 93 of this Proclamation, it shall be based ona
computed value, consisting of the sum of:

a) the cost of manufacturing or processing of the
goods;

b) an amount representing the general expenses and
profit equal to that usually reflected in the sale of
goods of the same class or kind by producers in
the country of export; and

¢) the transport, loading, unloading, handling and
insurance costs associated with the transport of
the goods to the port of entry info the customs
territory of Ethiopia. -

2/ In verifying, with the consent of the manufacturer, data
necessary for determining customs value pursuant te
the provisions of this Article, the relevant government
body of the manufacturer's country shall be informed in
advance and shall be ascertained that it does not object
such verification.

95. Fallback Method

1/ Where the transaction value of imported goods cannot
be determined under the provisions from Article 90 1o
Article 94 of this Proclamation, it shall be determined
based on the data availabie in Ethiopia and using
equitable methods consistent with the general
principles embodied in the provisions of this
Proclamation.

2/The importer shall, when it so requests, be informed, in
writing, of the transaction value determined under the
provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article and the
method used thereto.

96. Costs to be Included in Transaction Vaue

1/In determining the customs value of imported goods
in accordance with Article 90 of this Proclamation,
the following costs shall be added to the price
actually paid or payable for the imported goods:

a) expenses incurred by the buyer, and not included
in the price actually paid or payable for the goods,
in respect of:

N commission and brokerage charges except
buying commission;

(2) the cost of packages which are treated as
integral part, for customs purposes, of the
goods;
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supplied directly or indirectly by the buyer free of
charge or at reduced costs for use in the production
and sale for export of the imported goods, to the
extent that such cost has not been included in the
price  actually paid or payable, materialg,
components and similar items, tools, dyes, moulds,
casts and similar items, materials consumed in the
production of the imported goods and engineering
development, art work, design work and plans and
skeiches undertaken outside Ethiopia and necessary
for the production of the imported goods;

royalties for intellectual property rights'and license
fees related to the goods that the buyer is required to
pay, either directly or indirectly, as a condition of
sale of the goods, to the extent that such royalties
and license fees are not included in the price actually
paid or payable:

d) the value of any part of the proceeds of any
subsequent resale, disposal or use.of the goods that

accrues directly or indirectly to the seller.

2/ Additions to the price actually paid or payable shall be
made under this Article on the basis of objective and
quantifiable data.

3/ No additions may be made to the price actually paid or
payable in determining the customs value, excepi as
provided in this Article. Such payments may be made
directly or indirectly by a letter of credit or any other
legally acceptable means of payment.

97. Charges not to be Included in Transaction Valug

1/ Provided that they are shown separately from the
price actually paid or payable, the following may not
be included in the transaction value:
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been undertaken or are to be undertaken after the
importation of industrial plants, machinery or
equipment;

b) charges for the transport of goods after their

introduction into the customs territory;

charges for interest under a financial arrangernent
entered into by the buyer and relating to the
purchase of imperted goods;

¢)

d)
€)

buying commissions;
duties, taxes and other charges paid in Ethiopia
related to importation of the goods.

2/ In determining the transaction value, the following
may not be added to the price actually paid or
payabie:

charges for the right te reproduce the imported
goods;

a)

b) payments made by the buyer for the nght to
distribute or resell the imported goods if such
payment is not a condition of the sale for export to
Ethiopia.

98. Deduction from Transaction VYalug

The following shall be deducted from the transaction
value of imported goods:

I/ costs for damages in routes;

2/ costs for damages in customs warehouse;

3/ the value of dangerous goods destroyed or disposed
otherwise,

.99-E I I- [! II.I. Il [ I- I E .I

I/ Where the Authority has reason to doubt the accuracy
of particulars of a declaration or of documents
produced in support of a declaration, it may require
the declarant to produce further information or
evidence that shows the declared transaction value
represents the amount actually paid or payable for the
imported goods.

2/ Where the Authority, after receiving further
information still has reasonable doubts about the
accuracy of the declared value or in the absence of a
response by the declarant, it may be deemed that the

dutiable value of the imported goods cannot be




TR I Ao Bdeth T4 LM beptl WE DRC G P ERLE 59

Federal Negart Gazette Mo, 82 9 December, 2014

page 810

hhd.£ PO FENLYl PATINT Nl NR A4
AhNeocL o LY Aoh.N LINKEAZ D
3. fP2 ht?lovy HEFT +4R%L P7LL-AFo AfT
3 F
LY AFE N9A hét Clhooalvkl 44T “INhi g
P2 wbotend NLLT N%Lh-Id19° AP 14497
/eJqun':'

FLPG 4R ALKLANT @ h19°4n
g 297 +4T5 i
- 0% 1 $07.4.8970 )

& 0P
+TTC  hi-Ade N)A
atnhé.e& Pr9eh
e (LTI

g P19 20T AR TOTO hebhdd 173N
KA POLNLROT ) 8P PT NT3onAn] !

FE A% AAFY 9471 o2AC o't PO
D2PF ARG NIREEYT ©ORANC oNT £oL0-
OFFNF PO hlh o't N9Y,a0AN )

BYA. LI oML

ML AC OOF POLIMN9° P hhIC €9%.mme 5P
PPLTG N “0hdf P2 P9L0M@ (AL PF
feainar €6  AhAdNe} N-raorinnd-  $7}
N T e Ndud-® O PHINA@S PTHA I™ME
AR fleomey® 2IFGH::

P LA N T4 4

PHLE havi24)
S8, ooy

&/ WL TN hAA (7990 ISTF@9° HPPT AL,
PUANEAN BT N19°6N PHLG £730 (HhDdN -
Yoy ool BUPG A

& 2k (VRAPY P46 hooB841 AL PaT.0080)
OFPT s POH Naotfy Y°RIPT J+ 2T 5 Cavovl)
OLT CoF AN PIIHIEN sve-0- AEh oY,
UV NS P19°Gh 0348 YR, AN PRASP
NP0 W N&RRALAET  ATLNa TR
@l TN EG AMPAL AR hGE 2440
NoLaol-ANNT $4L8) 00841 AL (lopongAfl P44
M Ah- WIBONY ALTE RTAA::

PNy 1oL ECET AANPITT hovkldq)
PILEeOMND N1 DAGSPT P49 haogl4l A
MNEE FLCT PONSA:

101.

102,

determined under the provisions «f Article 90 of this
Proclamation; and the reason for such decision shall
be provided in writing to the declarant.

100. Other Conditi in which Valuati

Methods b¢ Anplicable

The valuation methods of dutiable stipulated by the
provisions of Part Four of this Proclamation shall also
be applicable to:

1/ goods that have been released frem customs control
without paying duties and taxes undergo another
customs procedure to pay duties and taxes;

2/ poods which may undergo post customs clearance
audit;

3/ the valuation of non-commercial imported goods
and temporarily imported goods.

Exchange Rate

The customs value of imported or exported goods shall
be calculated on the basis of the official exchange rate
declared by the National Bank of Ethiopia on the day
the goods declaration has been registered.

CHAPTER TWO )
TARRIF CLASSIFICATION I
|

Princiot

1/ Duties on goods imported into the customs territory ‘u
shall be paid at the rates specified by the Customs |
Tariff Regulation.

Where classification of goods and drawing up of
goods declaration becomes difficult due 10 a |
consignment  containing goods failing under -
different (ariff classifications, the Ministry may. at
the request of the person presenting the declaration, §
allow that the customs duty for the entire
consignment be charged on the basis of the tariff
classification of the goods which are subject to the
highest rate of customs duty,

i .

Documents prepared by the World Customs
Organization in relation to classification of goods
shall be taken as conclusive evidence.
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103, Bindi ™ - R T Tarift
Classificat]

1/At the reguest of an importer or his agent, the
Authority shall issue binding information in respect
of the classificatior of goods.

2/The person using information referred to under sub-
article (1) of this Article shall be able to prove that
the goods declared correspond in every respect to
those described in the information previously
provided by him to get the binding information.

3/ Binding information regarding tariff classification
shall become invalid:

a) where it is based on inaccurate or incomplete

information supplied by the applicant;

where regulations or directives have been
changed, and the information no longer
conforms to the applicable regulations or
directives;

where the binding information was not provided
by the competent person;

b)

c)

where the information has been annulled or
revoked. and the holder of the information has
been notified of such annulment or revocation.

d)

When the situations referred to in sub-article (3)
(b) of this Article occur, the information shall
become invalid as of the date such regulations or
directives become effective,

af

CHAPTER THREE
ORIGIN OF GOODS

104. Determuination of Countrv of Origin

t/Where two or more countries are involved in the
production of a product, the origin of the product
shall be the country in which the last substantial
manufacturing or transformation process of economic
valug took place; provided. however, that such
process was carried out in a plant equipped for this
purpose and led to a substantial transformation of the
product or the creation of a new product altogether.

2/ For the purpose of sub-article (1) of this Article, the
criteria for deterrnining country of origin, shall be

the following:
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Country of Orizin

The following operations may not be taken into
constderation when determining the origin of imported
goods, whether or nol accompanied by a change in the
tariff classification:

I/ operations carried out to insure that the goods are
preserved in good condition during transport or
storage; '

2/ operations carried out to facilitate transportation of
goods;

3/ operations carried out to package or prepare goods
for sale;

4/ simple operations on goods such as ventilation,
spreading out, drying, cooling, removal of damaged
parts, greasing or rust removal, adding a coat of
paint to protect against natural elements, washing,
cleaning, sifting or screening, sorting or classifying,
scaling, testing or calibration, packaging or breaking
up of assembled packages or repackaging, dividing
the bulks, affixing marks, labels or other
distinguishing signs on the packages of goods,
dilution by water or any other aqueous solution,
ionization, salting, peeling, crushing, removal of
seeds from fruits and slaughtering of animals;

5/ simple assembly of paris to constifute a complete
product;

6/ any combination of the above.
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106. Production of Documents

I/ The Authority may, for the purpose of applying
customs law, order the production of documents
that show the country of origin of goods.

Where the Authority has doubts as to the
authenticity of documents produced pursuant to
sub-article (1) of this Article, it may require any
additional proof in respect of the country of origin
of goods.

107 Origin Marking

|/ The name of the country of crigin of imported goods
shall be affixed, in English, on each good and the
package thereof in a manner that such marking cannot
be easily deleted, removed or altered.

2/

2/ Goods that do not meet the requirements under sub-
article (1) of this Article shall be returned to the
exporting couniry.

The provisions of sub-article (1) and (2) of'this

Article may not apply to personal effects not
destined for commercial use.

3/

4/ The Authority shall by a directive specify the
manner under which the rules of country of origin

markings are to be applied.

108. Rules u[ Preferential Orisin of Goods

The rules on preferential origin of goods shall be
determined in accordance with rules of country of
origin contained in international, regional or bilateral
agreements providing for reduction or relief from duties
or taxes.

CHAPTER FOUR

PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES,
TAXES AND SERVICE CHARGES

109. Obligation to Pav Customs Duties and Taxes

Unless otherwise provided by law or decided by the
Ministry, duties and taxes shall be payable for any
imported or exported goods.

110. Liability for Pavment of Customs Duties and Taxes

I/The declarant shall be liable for payment of the
duties and taxes imposed on the goods as well as
penalties and interests incurred due to default
hereof.
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2/ Where a customs clearing agent commits faull

resulting in non-payment of duties and taxes, he
shall be jointly and severally liable with the
declarant for payment of the unpaid duties and taxes
as well as penalties and interests incurred due tc

default hereof.
Anplicable Dates for Assessment and Pavment of
Customs Duties and Taxes
1/ Unless otherwise provided by this Proclamation
or any other law, the duties and taxes on import
or export goods shall be assessed on the basis of
the law in force on the date of acceptance of the

goods declaration or the date of correction under
Article 93 of this Proclamation.

111,

2/ Where it is not possible to determine the date of
lodging or acceptance of the goods declaration,
the duties and taxes shall be assessed on the basis
of the law in force on the date determined-by the
Authority.

3/Unless the amount of the duties and taxes
indicated on the goods declaration is different
from the amount obtained through calculation,
the declarant shall pay the duties and taxes
immediately when informed of such amount by
the customs officer,

112. Assessment of Customs Duties and Taxes on th
Basis of Advance Information

17 Duties and taxes may be assessed on the basis
advance information submitted to the Authority t
the declarant before the goods enter the custor
port.

2/ The duties and raxes assessed on the basis
advance information submitted to the Authority
accordance with sub-articie (1) of this Article sh.
remain valid, even if the amount of duties and tax
is greater than the amount obtained from 1
assessment made after the goods enter the custol
port.

3/ The assessment of duties and taxes made pursu.
to this Article may not be valid unless the got
enter the customs port within three months.

113. Correction of Errors

Where the Authority finds an error in the assessmen
tax and duties, it shall take the necessary measure
correct the error without prejudice to the legal liabi
of the person causing the error.
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@LI° NV N7LF0F  “FOI° PHSS awhg other legal means of payment.
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ATE. ChIATINT nEePT 115. Service Charges
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ATLAMar NMATAT  POLeANGAD- CHRIATNT: services it renders in connection with customs
. PP . . formalities shall be determined by regulaiion to be
AEE POUNTCT FRC O 07LL0MEr R issued by the Council of Ministers.
LONGT A
CHAPTER FIVE
Seel SECURITIES TO GUARANTEE PAYMENT
PPLTS 00 NEeT Aol DMATLAT POTS OF CUSTOMS DUTIES AND TAXES
RET%. POTS NATIRLA 116. Furnishing of Security
NAA~ATNT PTG Fh N&P ashdfrd @LT” The Authority may require the provision of security to
hel TS Aht 9% ool 2C ¢+ePH P83 guaraniee the payment of duties and taxes or
@NNEF@T A“ITT POTG AIEPCN DML compliance with the requirements related to a duty and
2TAN: tax exemption privilege.
{17. Conditions for Requiring § .
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Without prejudice to the generality of Article 116 of
this Proclamation and other provisions requiring the
furnishing of security, the Authority may require the
furnishing of security for the following reasons:

1/ to release goods without the completion of customs
formalities when additional time is required to
produce complete documents necessary for the
completion of customs procedures;

2/ to ensure the re-exportation of goods imported on
temporary basis without payment of duties and taxes
or , in case of default, to ensure the payment of the

duties and taxes;

3/ to ensure that ftransit goods exit through the
approved customs route or armrive at the

predetermined customs point of destination;

4/ to ensure the exportation of compensating products
obtained from goods imported without payment of
duties and taxes for inward processing or, in case of
default, to ensure the payment of the duties and

taxes;

5/ 1o release goods without payment of taxes and duties
until the dispute between the importer and the
Authority on classification or valuation of the goods

imported are resolved;
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SYIZ. PPOTS ALY 118. Form of Secyrity
5/ OHY APE oourld e09mPd PHTS PTL 1/ Where a security is required to be furnished pursuant
oo . . 3 : to this Proclamation, such security shall be by cash
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N4 PHRAT 724 QT AU
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EMEPAT T NMNAGRD TEE ool the request of the debtor, the Authority may permit
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PTINAT  heP  eUnierd  PRTS  ABANT payments arising from two or more customs
) C operations.
AAMAMY ALPL PFAA: perett
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ME, AT NAA (@ AIBNAT  NLPE security by a person other than the debtor.
2T-Ad::
HPATS AISEPCH vOILMEP NG ORY hPE 4/ Any person required to furnish a security shall be
B I ) ) o allowed to choose any form of security prescribed
h't‘-,e,‘;w- FPOTS ARYET  NIRT ao7RLT under this Proclamation; provided, however, that the
ETANT PSP QA~NTT Ohenlmd PATS Authority may reject such security where it is
hoLéAoem®  PFI%Ch 7 ~C%  IC incompatible with the applicable customs procedure.
PILMNMY™ hiPy @R ¢ ALLCID- LTFAA:
&FIf. P01T93 €4auAhd: ooiG IR PF 119. Rights and Obligations Related to Secyrity
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|/ The Authority may require that the type of security
chosen be maintained for a specified period.

2/Any security shall be extinguished upon the full
settlement of the debt. The Authority shall, when
requested, issue evidence showing the extinction of
the secured debt.

3/ Where the debtor fails to discharge his obligations
the guarantor shall immediately effect the payment.

4/ The guarantor and the debtor shall be jointly an
severally liable for the secured amount of debt
including interests and costs incurred.

5/ Where the guarantor fails to effect paymert |
accordance with sub-article (3) of this Article, th
Authority may apply the procedure prescribed unde
the Income Tax Proclamation to seize the property «
the debtor or the guarantor for the payment of it
debt.
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120.

3/

Amount of Security

|/ The amount of security to be furnished pursuant to
the provisions of this Proclamatton may not be less
than the amount of duties, taxes and service charges
where such amount can be established with
certainty at the time when the security 1s furnished.

In cases, where the amount of duties, taxes and
service charges cannof be established with
certainty, the amount of security shall be equal to
the maximum amount estimated by the Authority.

Where it is found that the security furnished does
not cover the debt due to any cause. the debtor shall
furnish additional security or replace the original
security with a new one.

CHAPTER SiX

POST- CLEARANCE AUDIT, DIFFERED PAYMENT

121.

4/

5/

AND REFUND OF DUTIES AND TAXES

Past-Cl "

t/ The Authority may, after the release of goods,
undertake post-clearance audit to verify the accuracy
of goods declarations through the examination of the
books, records, business systems and other relevant
customs commercial data held by persons directly or
indirectly involved in the import or export of the
goods.

2/ The Authority's post-clearance audit may be carried
out at the premises of the Authority or the premises
of the person who is directly or indirectly involved
in the business operations of the import or export of
the goods or af the premises of any other person in
possession of the data and documents subject to the
inspection.

The findings of post-clearance audit, if it reveals that
the provisions governing customs formalities have
been breached, entails civil or criminal liability or
both.

Post clearance audit under this Article may be
carried out within five years from the date a goods
declaration has been accepted.

Post Clearance Auditors shal] have the same power
as customs officers as prescribed under this
Proclamation.
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4/

5/

6/

2

2/

3/

122. Deferreéd Pavment

1/ Where the post-clearance audit reveals that the duty
and tax 1s not paid or paid in a lesser amount, the
Authority may collect the outstanding amount from
the declarant within five years from the date of
default of such payment.

Where the payment was deferred due to the fault of
the declarant, a penalty of 0% and bank interest
thereof shall be paid in addition to the duties and
laxes.

The amount of interest to be paid under sub-article
(2) of this Article shall be calculated at the highest
current lending interest rate applied by commercial
bank.

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub article (2) of:
this Article, the Authority may exonerate the
declarant from penalty except the payment of the
duties and taxes with interest where the declarant
discloses and consents to pay the deferred amount
following the written notification of the audit
schedule of the Authority.

Where the person responsible for the payment of the
deferred amount of the duties and taxes 50 requests,
on sufficient grounds, the Authority may allow the
payment to be effected on instalment basis together’
with interest thereon,

The seizure procedure prescribed under the Income
Tax Proclamation in force shall be applicable to the!
property of a debtor who has failed to settle the
payment of duties and taxes together with the
penalty and interest claimed under this Article.

123. Refund of Overcharsed Duties and Taxes

I/ Refund of duties and taxes shall be granted if the
duties and taxes are overcharged as a result of
incorrect commodity classification, tariff setting,
valuation or other calculation mistakes.

/ Claims for refund of duties and taxes under sub-
article (1) of this Article shall be considered ifitis
submitted within one year after the goods are
imported or exported upon completion of customs
formalities.
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124. Refund of Duties and Taxes for luvalidated Goods
Declaration

1/ Duties and taxes shall be refunded where:

a)

a gbods declaration is cancelled and duties and
taxes have been paid; and

b) an application is submitted by the person
concerned within the prescribed period for
submission of the application for invalidation of
the goods declaration.

2/ Notwithstanding the provision of sub - article (1)
of this Article, where there is another appropriate
customs procedure requiring the payment of
taxes and duties on the same goods, such
procedure shall be accomplished instead of

refunding taxes and duties.

125. Refund of Duties and Taxes for Deteriorated,
Goods
1/ The duties and taxes which have been paid in
respect of goods which have been deteriorated,
spoiled, damaged or destroyed during voyage or
while under customs control or short-landed shali
be refunded proportionately.

2/ The duties and taxes which have been paid in
respect of goods which have been short-landed,
when compared with the quantity specified in the
contract entered by the importer with the seller,
shatl be refunded.

3/ No refund of duties and taxes may be granted
under sub article (1) or (2) of this Article unless the
claim is presented within twelve months from the

date of payment of the duties and taxes. -

126. Remission of Duties and Taxes

[/ Without prejudice to Article 125(1) of this
Proclamation the duties and taxes payable in respect
of goods which has been damaged or destroyed
during voyage or white under customs control shall
be remitted.

If the tax is remitted in accordance with sub-article
(1) of this Article due to the reason that the goods
are damaged by the fault of the importer, the
Authority shall dispose or re-export such goods at
the expense of the importer.

2/
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127.Recovery of Duties aud Taxes Refunded or Remitted
by Error

Any amount of duties and taxes refunded or remitted by
error shall be recovered by the Authority.

128. Set off

The Authority may set off any refund claim against any
amount of duties and taxes owed by the claimant.

CHAPTER SEYEN
DUTY AND TAX EXEMPTIONS

129. Granting Duty and Tax Exemptions

Duty and Tax exemptions with respect to import and
export goods may be granted by law, international
agreement to which Ethiopia is a party or by directive
to be issued by the Ministry.

130. Duty apd Tax Exempted lnroor(s

1/ It is prohibited to transfer duty and tax exempted
imported goods to a person who is not enjoying
similar privileges or use them for a purpose other
than which the duty free privitege is granted or place
them under the possession and service of others,
before payment of the duties and taxes applicable to
them.

2/ Any duty and tax exempted imported goods may be
re-exported or transferred to a person who enjoys
similar privilege without payment of duties and taxes
or transferred to any person upon payment of the
duties and taxes. The duties and taxes shall be
calcutated at the value of the goods and tariff rates
prevailing during the time of disposal.

3/ Where duty and tax exempted imported goods are

lost or damaged the importer shall forthwith report to

the Authority.

4/ Any person who enjoys duty and tax exemptions
privilege for investment purpose shall be required to
produce a clearance document from the Authority
prior to the transfer of duty and tax exempted
imported goods to other persons or the return of his
investment permit.
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5/ The concemned licensing or registry office shall have
the obligation to ascertain the fulfilment of the
conditions stated under sub-article (4) of this Article
and to inform the Authority in case of conditions that

require follow up.

6/ Duty and tax exempted goods can be given as

security if an agreement is reached with the Authority
as to the payment of duties and taxes.

7/ Government bodies that are registering title to property
shall indicate in the title deed that the goods are duty
and tax exempt and ensure that the duty and taxes are
paid before registering transfer of title.

PART FIVE

OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO CUSTGMS
OPERATIONS

131. Qbligations of Carrier

1/ Without prejudice to the provisions of -Chapte_r Six
of Part Three of this Proclamation, any carrier shall;

a) _use authorized customs routes for arrival and
departure of the means of transport, for loading
and unloading of goods, and for embarkation and
disembarkation of travellers;

refrain - from embarking or disembarking
travellers or loading or unloading cargos in the
absence of customs officer unless authorized by
the Authority;

2

not allow any unauthorized person to approach
to the means of transport;

provide information regarding inflammable or
dangerous goods, before they are discharged;

provide detailed information regarding the goods
loaded, passengers, and goods to be retained on
board to the customs officer before the arrival of

the carrier;

f)

if the carrier is to be delayed after permit is
granted to depart shall report the same
immediately to the customs officer.
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2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) (a) of
this Article, the carrier may, in case of force majeure,
land or stop the means of transport at any place other
than a customs port; provided, however, that he shall
immediately report the incident to the nearest branch of
the Authority or. in the absence of branch of the
Authority, to the local administration office.

Any customs warehouse permit holder shall:

1/maintain offices, equipments, iechnological devices
and staff necessary for customs operatior;

2/ keep registration book in accordance with directive
issued by the Authority for the goods deposited in
and removed from the warehouse, and report to the
Authority from time to time;

3/ segregate goods on the basis of their type and nature
for the purpose of their safe storage and convenience

for control:

4/ provide proper reply to queries made by customs
officer and cooperate for inspection and

investigation,;

5/ ensure that no goods are deposited in or removed
from the warehouse without the permission of the

Authority;

secure renewal of his customs warehouse license
within the specified time;

6/

7/ prohibit unauthorized persons from entering the

customs warehouse;

8/ store goods requiring quarantine examinations, as
soon as they are discharged from the means of
lransport, in a separate zone until completion of the

quarantine examination;

9/ pay duties and taxes with respect to goods lost or

damaged due to improper handling;

10/ where delivery of goods intended to be deposited in
the warchouse has not been effected, report
immediately to the Authority the non-receipt of the

goods into the warehouse;

I/ in case of temporary customs storage:

a) release goods from the storage upon the

completion of customs formaiities;

b) report to the Authority the list of those goods
deposited for more than the time specified under
this  Proclamation and transfer them fo
government customs warehouse;
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in case of bonded customs warehouse, furnish
security to cover the duties and taxes in a situation
where the goods are not used for the authorized

purpose.
133. Obligation to Provide Information

1/ Any person who has information about untaxed or
tess taxed goods in contravention of customs law or
about prohibited, restricted or contraband goods shall
immediatety inform the nearest branch of the
Authority or law enforcement body.

12/

2/ The information supplied and the identity of the
informant may not be disclosed.

3/ Where the information supplied to the Authority or
other law enforcement body pursuant to sub-article
(1) of this Anticle leads to seizure of the goods, all
persons that have provided information and support
shall be rewarded in accordance with directive issued
by the Ministry.

134. Retainine Information

I/ Any person who is responsible to pay duties and
taxes and thus possesses any documents or
information necessary for customs formalities shall
retain them for a period of five years.

2/ The period referred to in sub-article (1) of this Article
~ shall count down from the day on which:

a) goods imported for home use are released for free
circulation upon the completion of customs
formalities;

b) a goods declaration is accepted for export goods;

¢) customs formalities are completed in case of
goods imported temporarily on duty free basis.

135. Duty to Coongrate

1/ Any person shall have the duty to cooperate with
employees assigned by the Authonty in discharging
their official duties efficiently.
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2/ Federal and regional state organs shall cooperate
with the Authority in the fight against contraband.

3/ Where the Authority, in the fight against
contraband, encounters circumstances which are
beyond its control, it may discharge its duties in
collaboration with the federal and regional state law
enforcement organs.

4/ Any law enforcement body shall, upon request,
assist a customs officer in discharging his duty

propetly.

S/ The bodies referred to in this Article may use
appropriate and proportional force to stop an illegal
activity.

PART SIX
CUSTOMS CONTROL AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

CHAPTER ONE

CUSTOMS CONTROL
136. Purpose of Customs Control

The purpose of customs control shall be:

1/ to ensure that duties and taxes are properly
collected; and

2/ to prevent, investigate and take,or cause the taking
of, appropriate action against breaches of customs
law.

137. Application of Customs Control

In taking customs control measures, any customs
officer shall confine himseif to the forms and extent of
measures sufficient for ensuring the observance of
customs law.

138, Casfoms Control on lmport, Export and Transit
Goods

I/ The following goods shall be placed under customs
control:

a) goods imported for home consumption, from the
time of their arrival at customs port until the
completion of customs formalities and they are
released;

b) goods deposited in bonded customs warehouse,
from the time they are deposited until they are
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released for their authorized purpose:;

¢)  export goods, from the time they entered customs
port until the completion of customs formalities
and be exported;

d) goods in transit, from the time their
movement 1s allowed until they reach
their destination;

e)  goods found without owner, abandoned. forfeited
or contraband goods until their disposal.

2/ No person may, without prior authorization of the
Authority, enter a place in which goods, put under
customs control in accordance with sub-articie (1) of
this Articie, are deposited, or open or do any acts on
such goods.

139. Customs Border Control

I/ Customs frontier strip and customs crossing shall be
used for border crossing or transport of goods only
by persons entitled to such activities on the basis of
laws or international agreements.

2/ Residents within customs frontier strip shail be
entitled to transport goods necessary for their living
and work on their property as well as other things
stipulated by international agreements.

3/ Doctors, veterinarians, other medical staff and
rescue workers residing within customs frontier strip
may carry instruments and medications needed for
their activities through frontier crossings when
approved by the pertinent government body.

140. Customs Ports and Transit Routes

|/ Import, export and transit goods shall enter or exit
through prescribed customs ports or customs
crossings and be transported through prescribed
routes.

2/ Customs ports, customs crossings and transit routes
shall be determined by public notice to be issued by
the Authority.
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measure it deems necessary
completion of customs formalities.

2/ Unless otherwise provided by this Proclamation,
the Authority shall ensure that goods remain the
same in kind, form, quality and in any other respect
from their introduction into the customs territory
untit the completion of customs formalities.

3/  Measures to be taken under customs control shall
include:

a) examining, surveillance and safeguarding of
goods at customs port, customs station,
customs warehouse, transit rouie or any other
place determined by the Authority;

b) re-examination of import or export goods based
on information and risk management;

¢) certification of exit of export goods;

d) affixing of customs seals, issuance and

verifying of customs documents;

¢) taking samples, prospectus, photos and other
data for the purpose of ascertaining non-
alteration in the kind and state of goods;

f) examining luggage and other goods carried b
travelers.

4/ Exit certificate of export goods shall be issue
pursuant to sub-article (3) (c) of this Article only whe
the information from the customs officer at the end ¢
the customs checkpoint reach the Authority through i
automated information network or delivered in writin
through other communication media.

CHAPTER TWO
LAW ENFORCEMENT

142. Power to Search

1/ Whete a customs officer has sufficient information
reasonable suspicion to believe the existence of goos
in respect of which a customs offence has ber
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10/

person concemed prior to commencement of the
search.

A customs officer may use the police force where,
upon requesting the concerned person, he is denied to
conduct search pursuant to the provisions of this
Atticle.

A customs officer may for good reason re-examine
goods released after completing customs procedures.
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143. Pover to Seize Goods and Means of Transport

I/ The Authority may seize goods and means of
transport where:
a) they are liable to forfeiture pursuant to Article
147 of this Proclamation; or
b) they are needed as evidence in later procedure.

2/ Where an act of contravention of customs law relates
to part of a consignment, the Authority shall release
the goods for which customs declaration has been
submitted and seize that part the consignment which
relates to the contravention,

3/ When the Authority takes a measure of seizure
pursuant to this Article, it shall furnish the person
concerned with a document showing:

a) the description and quantity of the goods or
means of transport seized; and

the reason for the seizure and the nature of the
act of contravention of the customs law.

b)

4/ Where the owner or person responsible for the
seized goods or means of transport is unknown, the
Authority shall summon such person through a
newspaper notice or by a notice posted at a
conspicuous place in the vicinity of the customs
station where the goods or the means of transport are
seized.

144. Powers to Open and Examine Postal Goods

I/ A customs officer may, for the purpose of enforcing
the customs law, open and examine postal goods in
the presence of the owner of the goods or his agent or
a representative of the post office.

2/ When the examination under sub-article (1) of this
Arnicle reveals goods in respect of which
contravention of the customs law has been
committed, the provisions of Article 143 of this
Proclamation shall be applicable.

3/ For the purpose of sub-article (1) of this Article, the
term “owner” means the consignee for import goods
or sender for export goods.

145. Release of Seized Goods and Means of
Transport Against Security
The Authority may release goods or means of transport
seized pursuant to Article 143 of this Proclamation

— e —
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against adequate security where:

1/ the goods are not subject to any prohibitions or
restrictions or needed as evidence at later stage in
the procedure;

2/ the means of fransport have not been constructed,
altered or fitted with a compariment for the
purpose of concealing goods or not needed as
evidence in the court of law at later stage in the
procedure; or

3/ the goods are not subject to forfeiture.

146. Power to Examine aod Seize Documents

|/ The Authority shall have the power to:

a)} examine and take copies of documents under the
possession of any person in connection with the
enforcement of the customs law;

examine any document related to import or
export goods where it has sufficient grounds to
suspect that customs offence has been committed
with respect to such goods;

b)

seize documents examined pursuant to this sub-/
article where they are needed as evidence in later
procedure.

2/ Where the documents referred to in sub-article (1)
(c) of this Article are stored in an electronic device
and the person possessing them is unwilling to
process and produce them in the required form, the
Authority may seize the electronic device containing
the documents,

147. Eorfeiture of Goods and Means of Transport

I/ The following goods shall be forfeited 1o the
povernment;

a) contraband imports or exports or dutiable goods
found concealed in any manner;

b) if the value of goods that are concealed is more
than 50% of the total declared value of goods
imported or exported, goods concealed:

¢} prohibited imports or prohibited exports put

any means of transport or brought in customs
station for the purpose of export:
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d) restricted goods imported without obtaining
authorization from the concerned organ and not
re-exported within the period specified under
Article 156 (3) of this Prociamation;

e) goods in respect of which bulk is broken,
moved, altered or interfered by the owner while
they are under customs control and without
authorization by the Authority;

f}  if the owner of the goods does not appear or
fodge petition within one month after having
been served with summon in accordance with
Article 143 (4) of this Proclamation.

2/ The forfeiture of goods under sub-article (1) of this
Article shall extend to the package or wrapper of the
goods.

3/ Any means of transport used to carry goods liable to
forfeiture under sub-article (1) of this Article shall be
forfeited to the government if:

a) the means of transport is constructed, adopted or
fitted with a compariment to conceal goods;

b) the owner of the means of transport, being aware of
the fact, fails to take appropriate measure to prevent
or stop the commission of the act; or

c) if the owner of the means of transport fail to appear
after being summoned pursuant to Article 143(4) of
this Proclamation.

4/ 1f the goods or the means of transport subject to
forfeiture under this Article was released against security
pursuant to the provisions of Article 145 of this
Proclamation, the security furnished shall be forfeited to
the govermment.

5/ The forfeiture of goods or ineans of transport under this
Article may not affect the rights of third parties who
have in good faith acquired ownership of the goods ot
means of transport.

6/ The Authority shall, prior to the forfeiture of any good:
or means of transport pursuant to this Article, give the
owner of the goods or the means of transport the
opportunity to present his objection within one montt
from the date he has been notified of the measure o
seizure in accordance with Article 143(3)or (4) of thi:
Proclamation.
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149.

148.Power

If the owner of the goods or means of transport fails to
lodge his objection within the time fimit specified under
sub-article (6) of this Article or his cobjection, upon
examination by the Authority. is rejected, the forfeiture
of the goods, means of transport or the security
furnished shal! become effective.

if the objection lodged by the owner of the goods or
means of transport pursuant 10 sub-article {6) of this
Article is accepted. the Authority shall forthwith
release the goods, means of transport or the security
furnished.

The forfeiture of the goods, means of transport or the
security furnished under this Article may not preciude
the institution of criminal proceedings. based on the
findings of the investigation conducted pursvant 1o
Article 149 of this Proclamation.

to Impose and Execute Administrative

2/

Penalties

I/ The Authority shall have the power to impose and
execute fines on persons committed customs offences
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter One of
Part Seven of this Proclamation.

The penalty imposed by the Authority pursuant to
sub-article (1) of this Article shall be executed by
holding the release of the goods which are related to
the offence until the fine s paid: provided, however,
that in case the value of the goods is not sufficient to
seftie the fine, the Authority may seize the property of
the imposter in accordance with the Income Tax
Proclamation to execute the penalty.

Power to [nvestigate and Prosecute Cusfoms
Qffences

1/ The Authority shall have the power to investigate
and prosecute offences committed in violation of
the customs law.

The Authority shall, investigating and
prosecuting customs offence pursuant to sub-article
(1) of this Article, have the powers and duties of
the police and the public prosecutor provided for
under the Criminal Procedure Code.

The Authority may, without court warrant.
conduct a search at any place where there is
sufficient ground 1o suspect an evidence reiating to
a customs offence may be concealed or lost within
a short period of time.

n

2/

3/
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151,

6

7/

&

3/

4/

4/ Evidence produced by search conducted pursuan
10 sub article (3) of this Article shall be admissibl

mn courts of law.

Decision- Lasti Criminal CI
Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 147 (9) o
this Proclamation, the Director General of the Authori;
may decide that criminal charges not to be institute:
where:

|/ the alleged offender cannot follow the proceeding
due 1o old age or chronic disease;

2/ it is believed that the proceeding of the case in cour
will harm national interest or intemational relations;

3/ instituting proceedings may cause an unbalance
side effect;

4/ the charge has not been instituted in time and thu
has lost its relevance.

WHMMWEIIEI': -

The Ethiopian Federal Police Commission shall, wit
respect to the enforcement of customs law:

1/ combat contraband activities; seize contraban
goods and hand over them to the Authority;

accompany customs ftransit goods and transpor
vehicles;

where requested by a customs officer, provide th
necessary support in the discharge of his duties;

use appropriate and proportional force to control an:
act of obstruction in conducting search by a custom
officer;

/  guard institutions of the Authority, customs station
and government customs warehouses, which requin
protection;

/ guard national frontier check points through whicl
illicit goods may cross border;

apprehend criminal suspects and bring them U
Justice;

cause the appearance of prosecutor's witnesse
before the court of law.
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CHAPTER THREE
COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS

152. Establishment of Compiaint Review Sections

The Authority shall establish complaint review sections
at the levels of its branch offices and at its head office.

153. Powers and Duties of Complaint Review Sections

1/ The Authority's branch offices complaint review
sections shall have the powers and duties to review
and decide on complaints lodged against:

a) decisions on the origin, valuation, description
and tariff classification of goods;

b) decisions given following post clearance audit

under this Pro¢lamation;

other administrative decisions given in respect of
customs formalities excluding decisions referred
to in paragraph (b) and (c¢) of sub-article (2) of
this Article.

<)

2/ The complaint review section of the Authority
established at the head office shall have the powers
and duties to:

a) review and decide on appeals against decisions

given under sub-article (1) of this Article;
b) review rejection of objections to the forfeiture of
goods or means of transport lodged pursuant to
Article 147(6) of this Prociamation and submit
recommendations to the Director General of the
Authority or any other officer delegated by him;
and

c) review administrative penalties imposed pursuant
to Article 148 of this Proclamation and submit
recommendations to the Director General of the
Authority or any other officer delegated by him.

154. Complaint Handline Procedures

1/ A complaint or an appeal to be lodged to any
complaint review sections pursuant to Article 153 of
this Proclamation shall be submitted in writing
within 15 days from the date of the written decision
causing the grievance.

2/ A complaint or an appeal to be lodged under sub-
article (1) of this Article may be signed and
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3/

submitted by the aggrieved person or his agent.

Any complaint review section shall review and
decide on a complaint submitted to it and
communicate its decision in writing to the
complainant, within a period specified by directives
of the Authority.

4/ Any complaint review section shall, if totally or

!

2/

3/

4/

partly rejects a complaint submitted to it, state in its
decision the complainant's right to lodge an appeal
pursuant to the provisions of this Proclamation.

155. Appeal Procedures

/ Any person who is aggrieved by the decision of the
Authority's complaint review section or the Director
General of the Authority or the officer delegated by
him may lodge an appeal to the Tax Appeal
Commission established under the Income Tax
Proclamation within one month from the date of
such decision.

If the appeal is with respect to payment of duties
and taxes, the Tax Appeal Commission may not
admit lodging of the appeal unless the disputed
duties and taxes are paid.

Any party dissatisfied with the decision of the Tax
Appeal Commission on the ground of error of law
may appeal to the Federal High Court within one
month from the date of such decision.

Without prejudice to sub-article (2) and (3) of this
Article, the provisions of the Income Tax
Proclamation relating to appeal procedures shall also
be applicable to appeals lodged pursuant to this
Article.

PART SEVEN
CUSTOMS OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

CHAPTER ONE

CUSTOMS OFFENCES AND ADMINISTRATIVE

PENALTIES

156. Failure to Comply with Restrictions on Import and

Export of Goods

¥/

Any person who, without having authorization,
imports, exports or tries to export restricted goods
and fails to obtain such authorization from the
concerned organ within one month shall be
punishable with fine not less than Birr 10,000 and
not exceeding Birr 50,000.
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2/ Any traveller who is found in possession of goods
which exceed, in quantity or value, the Limits
specified by law or directives of the Ministry shall,
without prejudice to settiement of the duty and tax
payabie, be punishable with fine equivalent to twice
the amount of such duty and tax.

3/ Where the imposition of penalty under sub-article
(1) of this Article relates to import, the goods shall
be re-exported by the importer within one month
from the expiry of the period allowed for obtaining
authorization from the concerned organ, and in the
case of goods destined for export, they shall be
prevented from being exported.

157. Causing Evasion or Undersfatement pf Duties and

Taxes

1/ Any person who causes the importation or
exportation of goods or attempts to export such
goods, without payment of duty and tax or with the
payment of understated duty and tax, by not entering
or correctly stating them in a declaration submitted
for completing customs formalities shall, without
prejudice to settlement of the duty and tax payable,
be punishable with fine equivalent to twice the
amount of such duty and tax.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of
this Article, if the remaining duties and taxes
payable are not more than 10% of the total duty and
tax payable, the importer shall pay the remaining
duties and taxes without the penalty.

158. Qnening of Parcels and Removal of Marks

Any person, who, without being authorized by the
appropriate customs officer:

I/ removes or disconnects the customs seals affixed on a
means of transport or container of goods;

2/ removes, defaces, cancel or alter labels affixed on
goods or their package; or

3/ opens packages or breaks bundies of goods;

during transit or arrival at customs port shall, be
punishable with fine not less than Birr 10,000 and not
exceeding Birr 50,000.

159. Failure to Return Samples

Any person who fails to return samples of goods or who
uses or damages them shall, without prejudice to the
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payment of the value of the goods and duty and tax
payable on the goods, be punishable with fine
equivalent to twice the amount of such duty and tax.

160. Fail . v with Oblisati { Carri

1/ Any carrier who;

a) fails to submit travelers or cargo manifest within
the specified time;

b) gives access to any unauthorized person to the
means of transport; or

¢) delays the departure of the means of transport from
the customs port without notifying and getting
permission from the customs officer;

shall be punishable with fine not less than Birr
2,000 and not exceeding Birr 5,000.

2/ Any carrier who loads, unloads or attempts to load
or unload goods in the absence of customs officer
shall be punishable with fine not less than Birr 7,000
and not exceeding Birr 10,000.

161, Failure fo Comply with Warehouse Permit
Conditions
Any wareghouse permit holder who fails to comply
with permit conditions under this Proclamation shall,
without prejudice to any additional administrative
measure that may taken in accordance with directives
issued pursuant to Article 176(3) of this Proclamation,
be punishable with fine not less than Birr 50,000 and
not exceeding Birr 100,000.

162. Kailuce to Observe Customs Transit Procedures

Any person who engages in the transit of goods and
fails to observe the customs procedure applicable to the
transit of goods shall be punishable with fine not less
than Birr 5,000 and not exceeding Birr 20,000,

163. Misuse of Duty Free Goods

1/Any person who, contrary to the provisions of this
Proclamation:

a} uses duty free goods or goods imported on the
basis of reduced rate of duty and tax for purposes
other than which the duty relief is granted or
transfers them to another person;

b) places duty free goods or goods imported on the
basis of reduced rate of duty and tax for perscnal
use under the service or possession of other

persons outside of his family; or
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164.

165.

166.

¢) knowingly or ought to have been aware of the fact
that the goods are imported duty free or on the
basis of reduced rate of duty and tax, buys,
receives, uses, transfers or places such goods
under the services of others;

shall, without prejudice to settlement of the duty
and tax payable assuming that the goods are
imported at the time of seizure, be punishable with
fine equivalent to 50% of the amount of such duty
and tax.

2/ For the purpose of sub-article {1)(b) of this Article,
the term “family” inciudes orly the spouse. children
and parents of the beneficiary and the spouse.

Misuse of Temporarily bmported Goods

Any Person who, contrary to the provisions of this
Proclamation, uses goods temporarly imported without
payment of duties and taxes, shall be punishable with
fine equivalent to 50% of the duties and taxes payable
without affecting the forfeiture of the guarantee, and the
goods shall be re-exported.

Other Offences

Any person who, through failure to comply with
prohibitions or obligations prescribed under this
Proclamation, commits any offence other than those
specified under this Chapter and Chapter Two of this
Part shall be punishabie with fine not exceeding Birr
10,000,

CHAPTER TWO
CUSTOMS CRIMINAL OFFENCES AND
PENALTIES

Obstruction of Customs Control

I/ Any person who obstructs or hinders the duties of a
customs officer in the investigation of documents or
the inspection of a means of transport or goods,
prohibits him from entering a warehouse, a business
premise or a dwelling house, refuses to reply to the
inquiries of the customs officer, resists to co-operate
for investigation or interferes by any means so as to
obstruct the duties of the customs officer shall be
punishable with simple imprisonment not less than
six months and not exceeding one year and with fine

not less than Birr 5,000 and not exceeding Birr
10,000.

Where the offence referred to in sub-article (1) of
this Article is committed by the use of force or by an
organized group the imprisonment shall extend from
one to five years rigorous imprisonment,

2/
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167. Falsifying and Counterfeiting Docoments and

Symbols

Any person who:

1/ with intent to cause damage to the Authority or to
procure undue advantage for himseif or for any other
person, falsifies or counterfeit forms, seal, identity
cards, emblem, customs seals or any other document
or symbol or distributes, uses or attempts {0 use same
shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment not
less than five years and not exceeding ten years and
with fine not Jess than Birr 5,000 and not exceeding
Birr 10,000;

2/ with intent to procure undue advantagé for himself or

for any other person or to cause damage to another
person, counterfeits uniforms used by the Authority or
distributes, uses or attempts to use same shall be
punishable with rigorous imprisonment not less than
three years and not exceeding five years and with fine
not tess than Birr 5,000 and not exceeding Birr 10,000.

168. Contraband

i

1/ Any person who, knowingly or ought to have been
aware of the fact, imports, exports or atiempts to
export prohibited or restricted goods or goods subject
10 customs clearance by smuggling or out of their
legal route or illegally imports duly exported goods,
in contravention of customs law shall be punishabie
with rigorous imprisonment not less than five years
and not exceeding ten years and with fine not less
than Birr 50,000 and not exceeding Birr 200,000.

2/ Any person who transports, stores, possesses, offers
for sale or buys goods referred to in sub-article (1) of
this Article while being or ought to have been aware
of the fact shall be punishable with rigorous
imprisonment not less than three vyears and not
exceeding five years and with fine not less than Birr
50,000 and not exceeding Birr 100,000.

3/ Where the criminal offence referred to in sub-article
(1) of this Article is committed by the use of force or
by an organized group, the rigorous imprisonment
shall extend from ten years to fifteen years.
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4/ For the purpose of this Article goods seized within
the customs frontiers strip to be illegally exported
shall be considered as contraband geods.

169, Crime of Fraudulent Acts

1/ Any person who, knowingly or ought to have
been aware of the fact, imports or exports or
attempis to import or export prohibited goods
under the cover of legally declared goods
shall be  punishable with  rigorous
imprisonment not less than five years and not
exceeding ten years and with fine not less
than Birr 50,000 and not exceeding Birr
200,000.

2/ Any person who attempts to illegally import
or export goods shall be punishable with
rigorous imprisonment of not less than five
vears and not exceeding ten years, and fine
not less than Birr 50,000 and not exceeding
Birr 100,000 where the value of the goods
concealed is more than 50% of the total
declared value of the goods.

170. Crime Committed by Opening of Parcels and

Removal of Marks

1/ Where the offence referred to in Article 158 of this
Proclamation is committed with the intent to
remove, mix up, damage or steal the goods or in
any manner 1o procure undue advantage to himself
or another person or to cause damage 1o any
person, the punishment shall be rigorous
imprisonment nct less than five years and not
exceeding ten years and fine not less than Birr
50,000 and not exceeding Birr 200,000.

2/ Where the offence referred to in sub-articie (1) of
this Article 1s committed by the use of force or by
an organized group the rigorous imprisonment shall
extend from ten to fifteen years.

171. Criminal Offence by Carrier

Any carrier who, in the absence of force majeure,
unloads, loads or attempts to unload or load import or
cxport goods at a place other than a customs port shall
be punishable with rigorous imprisonment not less than
five years and not exceeding ten years and with fine not
less than Birr 7.000 and not exceeding Birr 15,000.
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172. Unauthorized Use of Electronic Informatiof
Exchanee Svstem

Any person who uses or allows another person to usé
the Authority's electronic information exchangd,
system without authorization of the Authority shall be
punishable with rigorous imprisonment not less than’
three years and not exceeding five years and with fine
not less than Birr 5,000 and not exceeding Birr 20,000.

173. Punishment Acolicabie to Legal Persons

A legal person which participates in the commission of
customs criminal offence in this Chapter as provided in
Article 34 of the Criminal Code shall be punishable in
accordance with Article 90 of the Code.

174. Admissibilitv of Evid

Without prejudice to admissibility of evidences
presented in accordance with the Criminal Procedure
Code and other relevant legislations, the following
shall be admissible evidences:

1/ digital or electronic evidences,

2/ evidence gathered by foreign law enforcement
bodies;

3/ evidence gathered by the Authority through the
process of customs control and law enforcement;

4/ documents prepared by the World Customs
Organizations in relation to classification of goods.

PART EIGHT
MISCELLANIOUS PROVISIONS

175. Establishment apd Types of Customs Warehouses

I/ Temporary customs storages and bonded customs
warehouses may be established for rental or private
use upon obtaining permits granted by the Authority.

2/ Public temporary customs storage or public bonded
customs warehouse may be established, for rental use,

by:

a) an enterprise engaged in freight transport;

b) an enterprise established to operate warehouse
service;
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¢) an enterprise established to provide industrial
zone services,

dyan enterprise established to operate customs
clearing services; or

e) any other person specified by directive of the
Authority.

3/ Private temporary customs storage may be established, for
private use, by:

a) a contractor engaged in a government project; or

b) any other person exceptionally authoriz_ed by the
Autharity.

4/ Private bonded customs warehouse may be established,
for private use, by:

a)an enterprise engaged in the sale of duty free
goods;

b) a charity or other non-profit making organization:

c)an enterprise engaged in the manufacturing of
goods using raw materials and accessories
acquired without payment of duty and tax; or

d) any other person specified by directives of the
Authority.

5/ Government customs warehouse shall be established
and  operated by the Authority.

&/ The standards of customs warehouses shall be
determined by directives to be issued by the

Authority.
176. Customs Warehouse Permit

I/ Any person applying for a permit to establish
temporary customs storage or bonded customs
warehouse, for rental use, shall submit his application
to the Authority together with:

a) documents showing the specific activities of his
business;

b) the license issued to operate the business;

¢) certificate of registration where the applicant is an
enterprise;

d) the building plan of the warehouse;
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Authority.

3/ The validity period and conditions of renewal and
revocation of customs warchouse permit shall be
prescribed by directive to be issued by the Authority.

The detailed conditions under which customs
warehouse are established, utilization of such
warehouse and the rate of customs warehouse permit
issuance and renewal fees shall be determined by
Council of Ministers regulation.

177. Accessibility of Information

|/ The Authority shall make easily accessible to users
customs laws and refevant information pertaining to
tariff classifications and other matters relating to
customs operations.

4/

2/ The information referred to in sub-article (1) of this
Article may be made accessible through publications
and electronic information -system, as may be
appropriate.

3/ Where information made accessible pursuant to sub-
article (2) of this Anticle is amended or changed, il
shall be communicated to users in the same manne
prior to its implementation.

178. Publication and Distribution of Customs Forms

I/ Forms necessary for the completion of customs
formalities shall be prepared and published by the
Authority.

2/ No person may possess and distribute customs form:
unless authorized by the Authority.

179. Rights of Customs Officer

Any customs officer:

I/ shall be entitled to the services of an advocate at th
expense of the Authority or to be represented by th
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180, Power to Issue Resulation and Directive

I/ The Council of Ministers may issue regulalions
necessary for the implementation of this
Proclamation.

2/ The Authority may issue directives necessary for the
implemeniation of this Proclamation and regulations
issued pursuant to sub-article (1) of this Article,

181.
}/ The Customs Proclamation No. 622/2009 i hereby
repealed.

2/ No law or customary practice may, in so far as it is
inconsistent with this Proclamation. have force or
effect with respect to matters provided for by this
Proclamation.

3/ Without prejudice to the provision of sub-article
(2) of this Article. existing regulations and
directives shall continue in force until replaced by
new regulations and directives issued hereunder.

182. Transitory Provisions
Without prejudice to the provisions of other laws cases
pending before the effective date of this Proclamation
shall be disposed in accordance with the previous laws.

183. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date of
publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeltle.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 9™ day of December,2014.

MULATU TESHOME (DR.}
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA






